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IMPORTANCE. 3 

It is thus, to those who really know the value of the 
gospel of Christ, that the subject before us is replete 
with interest ; for such only can enter into the true 
value of the Scriptures, since they are not only their 
instructor in the truth of God, but also the title-deeds 
of their heavenly inheritance. 

We may in a sense apply to this subject the words 
of St. Luke, in the introduction to his Gospel, ''that 
thou mayest know the certainty of those things wherein 
thou hast been instructed;" for, thoroughly satisfied as 
we may be in our own minds of the full authority of the 
records of our religion, we cannot but feel that exact 
information as to the grounds of evidence has a pecuHar 
value, when objections or difficulties are raised by any. 
Our own minds may be wholly imaffected by the ob- 
■^^^ brought ,0^,-w/w b. ., sui « e^r 
we were that Scripture is the word of God, and yet 
we must feel that it is at least unsatisfactory to have 
questions raised which we do not know how to answer; 
and this must be especially true in a case like the 
present, when the difficulties and objections may be so 
fully met, as to show that they arise either from the 
objector not being fully aware of the bearings of the 
subject, or else from a desire on his part to take ad- 
vantage of the ignorance of others. 

But there are also inquirers, — persons who really 
wish to know on what ground the Scriptures of the 
New Testament are received: now, if such inquirers 
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4 HISTORIC EVIDENCE. 

are candid^ they certainly ought to be met: — such 
persons ought to be shown that it is not a mere preva- 
lent opinion that Matthew and others bore testimony, 
in the books which bear their names, to the events of 
our Lord's life, death, and resurrection, but that we 
have the most simple and well-defined grounds of 
certainty that this is the unquestionable fact. 

We ought to know what to answer, when asked why 
we receive as authoritative the Acts of the Apostles, 
and reject the Acts of Paul and Thecla; — ^why we own 
the Epistles of the New Testament, and reject the 
Epistles and Discourses attributed to St. Peter in the 
Clementine Homilies. The answer may be given as 
simply, clearly, and fiiUy as if the question were. Why 
do you acknowledge the first and second parts of " The 
Pilgrim's Progress" to be written by John Bunyan, 
and reject the third part as a spurious addition ? 

I have now to endeavour to present before you such 
a statement of the evidence on the subject, as shall be 
both clear and ample : the details into which I must of 
necessity enter, require a certain measure of attention, 
of the same kind as is needed in pursuing any other 
line of proof, whether mathematical or moral. 

PROCESS OP PROOP. 

How, then, can we know satisfactorily to whom we 
ought to ascribe the authorship of ancient works? 



PROCESS OF PROOF. ;► 

How can we prove that any book was really written by 
the person whose name it bears ? How can we, living 
At this time, inquire with all confidence into points of 
aruthorship which relate to a period eighteen hundred 
years ago ? In other words, What is the process of 
proof which must be applied to this subject ? 

A very distinct statement of the mode of investigation 
is given by the Christian writer, St. Augustine, about 
the year 400. He lays down, plainly and unhesitatingly, 
that the authorship of Scripture must be investigated 
in just the same manner as we would inquire into that 
•of secular writings. In the case of profane writers, he 
says, most truly, that it has often happened that works 
liave been produced and attributed to their pens, which 
have afterwards been rightly rejected as spurious, — and 
why? Because such alleged writings possess no ex- 
ternal evidence of their authenticity, not being men- 
tioned by contemporary and immediately subsequent 
•authors; and because they also, in their contents, 
present certain things which are not in accordance with 
the author to which they have been ascribed, or to his 
known writings, or to the time in which he lived. 
This is a plain discriminating canon of St. Augustine, 
for the rejection of supposititious writings. 

But as to authentic works, we have simply to apply 
the converse of this canon. St. Augustine asks how 
we can then determine such and such ^orks to be the 
jgenuine productions of Hippocrates. He replies, — 
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'^ Because a successional series of writers, from the 
time of Hippocrates and onward to the present day^ 
have declared them to be such ; so that to doubt would 
be to act the part of a madman. Whence (he con- 
tinues) do men know as to the writings of Plato^ 
Aristotle^ CScero, Varro, and other such authors, what 
is really theirs, but by the same continued testimony 
of successive ages ? " 

This principle he then applies to the point, with 
which I would now connect it : — 

"Many (he says) have written much on subject* 
relating to the Church, not indeed with canonical au- 
thority, but for purposes of aid or instruction. Whence^ 
does it stand as an admitted fact whose any work may 
be, unless it be by testimony from the author's time,, 
and by the continued and wide-extended knowledge 
amongst those who come after, that these things hav& 
been transmitted to us, so that, when asked, we need, 
not hesitate what we ought to answer ? " 

St. Augustine, in this passage, is addressing Faustus,. 
the Manichsean, the first (it is said) who denied that 
the Gk)spels were really written by those whose names, 
they bear. He then applies the argument to the con- 
troversy which he was at that very time carrying on 
with him. 

** Why should I go back to things long past ? Look 
at these very letters which we hold in our hands ; and 
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if some while after we shall be dead, any should deny 
those to be Faustus's, or these to be mine^ whence will 
he be convinced, except through those who now know 
these things, transmitting, by continued succession, 
their acquaintance with the facts to posterity?" — 
(Cantrd Famtum, 1. 33.) 

Now, these principles are of the utmost importance 
with regard to historic proof; for, although it might be 
objected that St. Augustine concedes too much to his 
opponent, in laying down that a genuine work ought 
ofnecemty to possess such successive testimonies, and 
although we know that many writings are received 
without doubt or hesitation, althotigh the absolute evi- 
dence is but small in itself, yet this is certain, that no 
work can be spurious which is authenticated by such 
evidence as that which St. Augustine has described* 

Thus, if in the ages which immediately follow that 
in which a work is said to have been written, we have 
distinct statements from credible witnesses of its exist- 
ence and authorship, we possess that definite historic 
ground on which we receive the best authenticated 
productions of antiquity. 

The New Testament, we must remember, consists of 
a collection of books ; the statement of evidence must, 
therefore, relate in part to the collection as such, and 
in part to the several portions of which it is composed 

The period of inquiry as to any work is, of course, 
limited to the ages immediately following that in which 
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the authors are said to have lived : we need not go 
below the fourth century as to the New Testament, for 
from that time our twenty-seven books have been all 
commonly received. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT AS A COLLECTIVE 

VOLUME. 

The first statement, then, to which I shall call your 
attention, is the list which Eusebius gives of the 
twenty-seven books of the New Testament. 

This Well-known ecclesiastical historian was bom in 
Palestine about the year 264 : in his history, written 
about the year 330, he thus mentions the Scriptures 
of the New Testament : — 

'' Now, this appears to be a suitable place to give a 
summary statement of the books of the New Testament, 
which I have already mentioned. In the first place, 
then, we must piit the holy quaternion of the Gospels : 
these are followed by the Acts of the Apostles : then 
we must mention the Epistles of Paul : then we must 
place the acknowledged first Epistle of John, and, 
similarly, the admitted Epistle of Peter: after this 
may be placed, if it appear suitable, the Apocalypse of 
John ; the various opinions about which we shall set 
forth in proper time. And these are amongst the 
books universally oumed (Homologoumena). Now, of 
opposed books (Antilegomena), which are, however. 
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acknowledged similarly by the many, are reckoned the 
Epistle called that of James, and that of Jude, and the 
second of Peter, and those named the second and third 
of John, or of some other of the same name. Amongst 
spurious writings are reckoned the Acts of Paul, and 
the book called the Shepherd, and the Apocalypse of 
Peter, and also the Epistle of Barnabas, and what are 
called the Instructions of the Apostles ; and also (as I 
said)^ if it appear suitable, the Apocalypse of John, 
which (as I said) some reject, but which others rank 
amongst the books universally received. And now 
some reckon amongst these the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews, which especially pleases those of the Hebrews 
who have received Christ And these are all the books 
which are opposed. We have of necessity included 
these too in our catalogue, having distinguished the 
writings which, according to the accoimts delivered by 
the Church, are true, genuine, and universally owned, 
and those others which, although known by many 
ecclesiastical writers, are not reckoned in the canon, 
but are opposed " — (1. iii. c. 23). 

From this passage we learn, that in the time of 
Eusebius — ^the latter part of the third century and 
the beginning of the fourth — all the twenty-seven 
books of the New Testament were known and received 
by Christians in general, — that there was discrimina- 
tion exercised as to what books ought to be included 
in the New Testament collection ; — ^that several books 
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professedlp apostolic were rejected^ but that none were 
included in the collection which we do not now re* 
ceive ; and none of those which we receive were abso- 
lutely rejected, although, as to a few of the number,, 
there was some difference of opinion. 

Not long before Eusebius wrote his history, events 
had occurred which rendered it needful for the Church 
to discriminate accurately between its authoritative 
Scriptures and other books. The Diocletian persecu- 
tion, which commenced in the year 803, was directed 
even more against the sacred books of the Christiana 
than against their persona The endeavour was made 
to exterminate the Christian Scriptures: had this, 
effort succeeded, it was thought that the form of belief 
which hindered the disciples of Christ from uniting in 
the popular idolatries, would at once fall to the ground* 
Such an effort had been made by Antiochus Epiphanea 
to destroy the Old Testament, and thus to annihilate 
Judaism. However foolish such an attempt may 
sound, there are facts which show that such an endea- 
vour to destroy a book may be successful A century 
after the invention of printing, an Italian book, on 
"The Benefits which we receive by the Death of 
Christ," had passed through many editions, and was 
possessed (it is said) by almost every intelligent family 
in that peninsula. The question of heresy was raised, 
— the free grace of the gospel of Christ was found to 
be set forth in this widely*circulated volume, and its 
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destruction was decreed. The machinery of the con- 
fessional was set in motion ; — all were required to sur- 
render their copies; and thus the work disappeared so* 
thoroughly, that its contents were only known from 
the accounts of contemporary writers. Banke, in his- 
" History of the Popes," says, that this book was as much 
lost as the lost Decades of Livy. I may observe, that- 
this volume, after a disappearance of three himdred 
years, has again been discovered in an English version,, 
from which it has been re-translated into Italian, and 
printed, and is again employed as an instrument in the 
endeavours now carried on for introducing the light, 
of the gospel of Christ into that land. That the pre« 
sent efforts to spread the gospel of Christ in that coim- 
try, the seat of Komish power and idolatry, may be 
blessed in spite of the existing persecutions, far more 
widely than was the case at the time of the Reforma- 
tion. must be the earnest desire and prayer of aU who 
prize the gospel of Jesus Christ, and value the posses- 
sion of God's holy word. 

In the Diocletian persecution, the Christians through- 
out the Roman empire^ from the Euphrates to the 
Atlantic, from the cataracts of the Nile to Britain^ 
were required to give up their copies of the New Testa- 
ment to be destroyed: those who refused, suffered 
imprisonments, tortures, slavery, or death. Many 
refiised to surrender the Scriptures, and endured the 
consequences ; others complied with the order of the 



12 HISTORIC EVIDENCE. 

emperors, and thence received, amongst Christians, 
the designation of Traditors, as though they had be* 
trayed the word of God, just as Judas had betrayed 
our blessed Lord Himselfl There were also some who 
allowed the emissaries of the government to take away 
4kny books which were ifof Scripture; some bishopsplaced 
books of the heathens, or of heretics, where the messen- 
gers of the magistrates were likely to search for copies of 
the Gospels. Indeed, not a few of those employed by 
the persecutors had but little zeal in the cause, so that 
{unlike the agents of the authorities in Italy, who are 
jiow, so diligent in searching for copies of the Scrip- 
tures, and in arresting those who read them),- they 
willingly took away whatever books were delivered to 
them, without inquiring whether they were the Chris- 
tian Scriptures or not. 

In consequence of this persecution, and the light in 
which the Traditors were regarded as subject to severe 
ecclesiastical discipline, it became really an anxious 
question, WTiai are the sacred books of the Christians ? 
Hence the need of discrimination on this point. Who- 
mever gave up any of the books universally received, 
was a Traditor, — whoever gave up any of the books 
reckoned as spurious, was not subjected to any eccle- 
siastical discipline ; but from the general feeling of the 
many (as stated in the passage quoted lErom Eusebius), 
Any who gave up the books opposed by some, would 
be looked on with doubt, and by most would be con- 
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demned as Traditors, The importance of the ques- 
tion was felt as widely as was the diffusion of the 
Christian name. 

The conclusion is manifest, that two centuries after 
the death of the Apostle John, all the books of the 
New Testament were known and used as a collection ; 
that they were received as universally owned, with the 
exception of five of the shorter Epistles and the Apo- 
calypse, of which some doubted * 

We may trace hacktcards, from Eusebius towards the 
days of the Apostles, so as to observe the notices which 
exist of the collected books of the New Testament. 

In the former half of the third century, there was 
no Church teacher so conspicuous, as an author, as 
Origen. He was bom at Alexandria, about the year 
185, and he died A.D. 254, ten years before the birth 
of Eusebius. In his writings he makes such extensive 
use of the New Testament, that although a very large 
number of his works are lost, and many others have 
come down to us only in defective Latin versions, we 
can in his extant Greek writings alone (I speak thia 

* The fact of books of the New Testament being known and 
used as a collected volume, at the close of the third and begin- 
ning of the fourth century, is also evident from the manner in 
which Lactantius, at that period, speaks (Inst. 1. iv. c. 20) of the 
New Testament as comprising that portion of holy Scripture 
which was written after the passion of our Loi*d. 
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from actual knowledge and examination) fifid cited at 
least two-thirds of the New Testament; so that, had 
*t(uch a thing been permitted as that the Oospels, and 
some of the other books, should have been lost, we 
might restore them in a great measure by means of 
the quotations in Origen. 

Origen passed a considerable portion of his life in 
Palestine ; he had also visited Rome, so that his testi- 
mony to the books of the New Testament cannot be 
•considered as belonging merely to his native locality 
of Alexandria. 

Eusebius (1. vi. c. 25) extracted from Origen's writ- 
ings such passages as mention the imcontroverted 
books of the New Testament. In these passages he 
«peaks of the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John, as received by the whole Church which is 
under heaven. He mentions the Acts, as well as the 
Gospel, as the work of Luke. He speaks of the 
Epistles of St. Paul in a general manner (every one of 
which he cites in his writings). He mentions the 
Apocalypse as the work of the Apostle John, who 
wrote the Gospel and the first Epistle that bear his 
name. He speaks of the second and third Epistles of 
John as held to be doubtful by some ; the first Epistle 
of Peter he calls universally owned; the second he 
speaks of as one about which there were doubts. Li 
this sort of casual mention of the New Testament 
books, Origen does not speak of the Epistles of James 
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or Jude, both of which, however, he uses in his works. 
In other passages of Origen, which are only extant 
in the old Latin version (which is not worthy of tin- 
j>licit confidence), lists may be found of all the New 
Testament writings as we receive them. 

I shall not now dwell on the manner in which 
TertuUian at Carthage, Clement of Alexandria, and 
Irenseus, bishop of Lyons, at the beginning of the third 
^nd close of the second century, speak of the New 
Testament : — I shall have occasion to refer to these 
important witnesses when speaking of particular parts 
of the collected volume of the Christian Scriptures. 

The earliest notice of any colkcted books of the New 
Testament is found in a remarkable testimony of an 
Tinknown writer. The document to which I refer is 
commonly called the Canon in Muratori, because it 
was first published by that Italian scholar and anti- 
•quaiy, from a MS. in the Ambrosian library at Milan. 
This document is defective at the beginning, and 
throughout it is grievously disfigured by th7gross 
•errors of the copyist. The ignorance of the transcriber 
makes, however, the testimony not at all the less for- 
cible. This canon, (as it is called from containing a 
list of our canonical books,) bears undoubted marks of 
being a translation, made from the Greek into Latin, 
l)y some one whose knowledge of the grammar and 
construction of the Latin language was very imperfect. 

In the beginning the writer is speaking of the four 
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QoBpels. That part which relates to St. Matthew and 
St. Mark is lost, except the concluding words : then St. 
Luke, the companion of the Apostle Paul, is mentioned 
as the author of the third Gospel, and St. John of the 
fourth; St. John's first Epistle is next mentioned; 
then the Acts of the Apostles as written by Luke ; 
then aU those Epistles of St. Paul are spoken of to 
which his name is prefixed ; and then the Apocalypse 
of St. John : then the writer speaks of some spurious 
works which were rejected, and adds, " It is not fitting 
to mix gall with honey. The Epistle of Jude, and 
two of the above-mentioned John, are reckoned 
amongst the Catholic writings." Li saying the two 
Epistles, the writer may have known of but one of 
St. John's shorter Epistles, or, as it appears probable 
to me, he may mean two besides the first Epistle of 
which he had spoken before. He then continues in a. 
sentence which is not very comprehensible — "and 
Wisdom, written by the friends of Solomon in his- 
honour." This stands in almost unintelligible ob- 
scurity ; — how it can find a place amongst New Testa* 
ment writings is difficult to be imagined; and also trAa^ 
book is intended is by no means clear, — ^whether the 
apocryphal book, or Proverbs, to which this name of 
Wisdom was appended in the second centuiy, — a book 
the latter part of which was written out by '' the men 
of Hezekiah," and of which some chapters are the^ 
words of Agur and of king LemueL 
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The writer thus concludes what he has to say of 
New Testament books, — '* the Apocalypse, also, of John 
and Peter alone we receive, which [latter] indeed 
some amongst us do not choose to be read in the. 
Church." — (Mouth's Beliquim Saeree, vol. i. p. 394.) 

Thus, this ancient canon recognises the four Gospels, 
the Acts, thirteen Epistles of St. Paul, and, in short, 
all the New Testament books, except the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, that of James, those of Peter, and per- 
haps the second or third of John : — ^it speaks of no 
book, as belonging to the New Testament^ which we 
reject, except the Apocalypse of Peter, and even that 
is mentioned doubtfully. 

The author of this list of books speaks also of some 
which ought not to be received as of divine authority. 
He mentions " the Shepherd, written very recently in 
our own time, in the city of Eome, by Hermas, while 
Pius, his brother, was bishop of the see of Eome." 
This incidental remark supplies us with the date of the 
writer. Pius the first, bishop ofEome, died about the 
middle of the second centuiy ; he appears to have suc- 
ceeded to the episcopate about the year 140. Thus, 
the list of New Testament books, which we have 
under consideration, cannot have been written at a 
much later period. And not only so, but as the writer 
speaks of the episcopate of Pius the first as being in 
his own days, his testimony reaches back as far, and 
probably farther. These were books known, and re- 

c 
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ceived, and used as divine Scripture in the former half 
of the second century. 

It is often remarkable, when pursuing an historical 
inquiiy of a kind wholly different^ how we meet with 
the strongest possible evidence against the claims of 
the Papacy. This writer, in speaking of authentic 
Scripture, rests on known historic facts, instead of cut* 
ting short the investigation by appealing at once 
to the infallible authority of Pope Pius the first. 
And further, he mentions the book which the brother 
of this same Pius had put forth during his episcopate : 
now, this book is 8tm in being; and though many hare 
treated it with most undeserved respect, imagining the 
author to be the Hermas whom St. Paul salutes in 
Bom. xvi., yet the absurdities, to use no stronger ex- 
pression, with which it is replete, evince that it is no 
exposition of Christian truth. K, then, Hermas put it 
forth with the sanction of his brother, the bishop, it 
would show that the then Pope could authorise a work 
both unedif ying and unorthodox ; if, however, Hermas 
put forth his idle fEuicies tcithout the authorisation of 
his brother, the bishop, what possibility is there that 
any Roman censorship then existed? How different 
were the claims of Rome in the days of Pius the first, 
from what we see in the days of Pius the ninth ! 

The existence of this Pius the first is a simple his- 
torical fEu^t ; the time, too, is known approximately ; 
but in some of the lists of Popes he is numbered the 
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ninth, in some the tenth, and in others the eleventh ! 
Some make him the predecessor, some the successor, of 
Anicetus. Had the certainty of papal succession and 
transmission been the basis of all continued Chris- 
tianity, how uncomfortable would all these doubts 
and uncertainties make us ! It is well that the facts 
of the transmission of the Scripture rest on a firm and 
certain basis, independent of all questions of papal 
succession. 

We are thus able to trace back lists of New Testa- 
ment books almost to the apostolic age: the author 
of the Canon in Muratori, from which I have been 
quoting, lived in the days of some who had been in 
part contemporaries of the Apostle John, We know 
from the natural course of events that this mtcst have 
been the case. And we need not rely on deductions, 
however certain, for we know as a fisict, that Polycarp, 
bishop of Smyrna, who had himself personally known 
St. John, laid down his life at a very advanced age as 
a martyr for Christ, about the year 168. Polycarp 
visited Bome, the place at which the author of this 
fragmentary list seems to have lived and written, after 
the middle of the second century — a visit memorable 
for the amicable contention between him and Anicetus, 
the Roman bishop, about the proper time for the cele- 
bration of Easter : each remained unconvinced by the 
other, and each left the other to the exercise of his 

c 2 
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individual Christian liberty : — what a proof that the 
claims of infallibility and universal jurisdiction were 
as yet unknown ! 

We have thus proof that the New Testament books, 
in general, were in use as authoritative Scripture in 
the days of those who had lived in the apostolic age — ' 
that they were ascribed to the same writers to whom 
we attribute them, and that several of them were 
classed together as being, though not as yet one 
collected volume, yet at least in some measure a 
collection. 

For ancient writings in general we ask no more dis- 
tinct proof of genuineness : it is commonly regarded 
as quite sufficient, if a work is mentioned by one or 
more writers of the succeeding age. in such a way as 
to show that it was then known and used as the work 
of the author whose name it bears. 

With regard to the New Testament books, however, 
we can go much farther with our proofs, when we con- 
sider, not the volume as a. collection, but the distinct 
parts of which the volume is composed. 

In the second century tico collected portions of the 
New Testament were known and used by Christians, 
as read in their public assemblies; the one of these 
contained the Epistles of St. Paul, to which his name 
is piiefixed, the other comprised the four Gospels as a 
collected volume. Besides these there were other wri- 
tmgs used separately. 
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I will, therefore, first consider the evidence which 
relates to St. Paul's Epistles, — ^then that which bears 
on the authenticity of the (xospels, — ^then the other 
hooks must be considered separately : in this part of 
the subject a distinction must be made between those 
books of which Eusebius speaks as universally received, 
and those which he says were opposed by some. 

ST. PAUL'S EPISTLES. 

In the latter part of the second century we find 
testimony to the knowledge and use of thirteen Epistles 
of St. Paul, as certain and indubitable as we have that 
they are now known and used. The fact is alike ad- 
mitted by friends and foes of Revelation, that the 
Church then had these Epistles, even as we now have 
them, and that they attributed them to that Apostle. 
Proofs of this will be given presently. 

Now, the evidence by which letters are authenticated 
to future ages is often of a peculiar kind : a letter has 
not only a writer but also a party to whom it is ad- 
dressed. If I wish to bring forward a letter as an evi- 
dence, it is often suj£cient if I can show that such letter 
has been preserved in proper custody ; — ^if the party 
to whom it professes to be addressed preserves it as 
genuine, this is a presumption of the strongest kind 
that it is so : the business of proving that it is not so 
rests with the opposite party. 

Thus, those Epistles which are addressed to Churches 
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may be attested in a maimer peculiarly strongs from 
the fact that such Churches preserved them and read 
them publicly and habitually. 

The collection of St. Paul's Epistles is sufficiently 
shown by the manner in which they are mentioned in 
the Canon in Muratori ; — ^that this reception of those 
documents was no private or local peculiarity is mani- 
fest from the fact that they were equally used in 
Alexandria, at Carthage, and in Gaul. 

This is proved by the citations of Clement of Alex- 
andria, Tertullian, and Irenseus. This Clement, in 
the latter part of the second century, was the head 
of the catechetical school of Alexandria : he speaks of 
St. Paul's several Epistles by name, and cites them, 
with the single exception of the short epistle to Phi- 
lemon ; this too would doubtless have been mentioned 
had he anywhere given a list of the Epistles. He 
speaks of the Qospel collection under the name by 
which it was often designated, of Evangelium, and the 
collection of St. Paul's Epistles by the name of Apoa- 
tolas, or Apostle, which was early appropriated to 
them : this name seems to have originated in the 
circumstance that the collection of Epistles then con- 
tained the writings of one Apostle. 

Contemporary with Clement was Irenseus, bishop 
of Lyons, in Gaul : he gives as explicit a testimony 
as possibly could be borne to the same collection of 
Epistles ; he mentions each of them^ and cites them 
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as familiar writings^ with the same exception of the 
short Epistle to Philemon. 

Tertullian was a presbyter in the north of Africa : 
he used all the thirteen Epistles to which St. Paul's 
name was attached : of that to Philemon he speaks as 
distinctly as of the rest. 

Now, the manner in which these early writers used 
these Epistles does not merely prove that they them- 
selves knew them, and believed them to be genuine 
documents, but it does a great deal more, for it shows 
that Christians in general so received them at the time 
in question. These writers appeal to the Epistles as 
familiarly as a modem author or preacher would do ; 
they habitually quote them, as though their authority 
were as much admitted by other Christians as by 
themselves. 

Now, such a testimony as this carries us of necesaty 
a long way farther back than the mere point of time 
at which these men wrote; it takes us at least to the 
earliest period of their knowledge as Christians. It 
shows that even then this collection of writings, bear- 
ing the name of the Apostle Paul, was in circulation 
amongst the Churches both in the East and the West. 
It shows that this must have been the case, at least in 
the former part of the second century ; that is, in the 
days of the many who were then still living, who had 
belonged to the Church while it was still possessed of 
apostolic training. 
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The weight which the diversity of the locations of 
these writers gives to their evidence, can hardly be 
overestimated. We have not a trace of such a thing 
as one part of the Church knowing this collection, and 
another not possessing it. It was the common posses- 
sion of the Christians, with which the teachers^ and the 
communities which they taught, were alike acquainted. 

And further, it was not the Christian community 
alone which was acquainted with the collected Epistles 
of the Apostle PauL In the second century, one of 
the most remarkable separatists from the Church, 
Marcion of Pontus, formed out a religious system for 
himself: he considered that St Paul only, fully under- 
stood the principles of true Christianity ; and to his 
teaching he professed to adhere exclusively. Marcion's 
leading opinions were an entire rejection of the doc- 
trine of the incarnation and sufferings of the Son of 
God, and a rejection of the Old Testament, as some- 
thing which was not from the true God. He used as 
authoritative Scripture one Gospel, which contained 
the narrative of St. Luke, with the omission of all that 
related to the birth, etc., of Christ, and a collection of 
St. Paul's Epistles, from which he excluded (as we 
learn from Tertullian) those to Timothy and Titus : he 
retained that to Philemon, so that Marcion's knowledge 
of this short Epistle is so far valuable as an early 
acknowledgment of its existence, and that it was owned 
to be' St. Paul's. The time when Marcion began to 
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spread his pecuHar opinions, from Pontus to Rome, 
was about the year 130 ; so that we have thus a further 
proof of St. Paul's Epistles having been collected and 
used in that form before that time. 

I said, that the testimony which connects any par- 
ticular document with a community to which it was 
addressed, possesses a peculiar force. In this point of 
view an appeal of Tertullian has no small value : by 
this allusion we learn, amongst other things, that 
St. Paul's Epistles were read in the second century, in 
the Christian assemblies, as authoritative Scripture. 

He says : — " Come now, thou who desirest better to 
exercise thy curiosity in that which relates to thy sal- 
vation : go through the Apostolic Churches, in which 
the chairs of the Apostles preside in their places^ in 
which their authentic lettei^ are recited, resounding the 
voice and representing the face of each one. Is Achaia 
near thee? Thou hast Corinth. If thou art not far 
from Macedonia, thou hast Philippi, thou hast Thessa- 
lonica. If thou canst direct thy course into Asia, thou 
hast Ephesus. £ut if thou art near Italy, thou hast 
Rome, whence authority is ready at hand for us also 
[at Carthage, where he was writing; the authority is 
that of the Apostle, in his Epistle to the Romans]. 
How happy is that Church on which Apostles poured 
forth their whole doctrine with their blood; where 
Peter suffered in the same manner as his Lord ; where 
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Paul was crowned with the death of John [the Bap- 
tist] ; where the Apostle John, after he had been cast 
into the fiery oil and had suffered nothing, was banished 
to an island ! Let us see what it learned, what it taught : 
it accords with the Churches of Africa also. It knows 
one God, the Creator of all things, and Christ Jesus, 
bom of the Virgin Mary, the Son of God the Creator, 
and it knows the resurrection of the flesh : it mingles 
the law and the prophets with the writings of the 
Evangelists and Apostles." — (Be Press, ffcer. cap. 36.) 

This last clause refers to the practice of reading 
equally in the Christian assemblies the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments. 

It may now sound strange to hear Tertullian con- 
necting what the Church of Rome had learned from 
the Apostles with that which it taught others : — now 
we see the sad and solemn contrast. St. Paul taught 
it the free grace of the gospel — -justification through 
faith in the one sacrifice of Christ : — " if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved." Does Rome teach this note ? It 
was to this Church that St. Paul addressed the warning 
to the Gentiles, who h^d been graffed into the good 
olive tree: — ^**if thou continue in his goodness, — 
otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.'' Was there 
not a solemn prophecy veiled xmder this conditional 
threatening ? 
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The testimony of Tertulliaiiy Clement of Alexandria^ 
and Irenseus, connected as they all were with the apos* 
tolic age (especially Irenseus, as I shall have occasion 
to show), might suffice, as proving conclusively that, 
from the Apostles' days and onwards, these Epistlea 
were used and read as St. Paul's, — ^that the Churches 
to which most of them were addressed owned them 
as such, and that their genuineness was a fact of 
common knowledge. In opposition to this, there is 
no evidence whatever; it is not, in fact, a balance of 
testimony, for all is on one side; if, then, anything 
be said in opposition, it is only surmise and con- 
jecture : of what weight are they in comparison with 
proved facts ? 

If these Epistles were not genuine, when could the 
fidsification have taken place ? It could not have been 
later than the early years of the second century ; and 
then we must suppose that either it was a common 
conspiracy of all Christians to give currency to falsa 
Epistles, — a conspiracy in which Italy, Gaul, North 
Africa, Asia, and Egypt, and further, the heretic 
Marcion, in part, combined, — or else that the whole 
sprung from the pen of daring forgers, who not only 
persuaded all Christian communities that these Epistles 
proceeded from the Apostle Paul, but who even suc- 
ceeded in causing seven Churches to believe that they 
had received Epistles from St. Paul, which they never 
had received. Such are some of the difficulties which 
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must be grappled ^ith when conjectural endeavours 
Are made to set aside the force of clear evidence. 

But we are able to cany our lines of evidence to 
«ome of these Epistles yet farther back. 

In the first century of our era lived Clement of 
Rome: we possess one genuine Epistle which he 
^dressed to the Church at Corinth. The Church of 
Rome ranks this Clement as the first of her Popes of 
that name; it is, however, unfortunate that some 
writers say he was the second Pope, others the third, 
others the fourth, and others the fifth, — so doubtful 
is the alleged papal succession at the very beginning. 

But leaving the advocates of Rome to settle such 
knotty points, the fact is indisputable that in the first 
century Clement addressed the Corinthian Church 
thus : — 

" Why then do we rend and tear in pieces the body 
•of Christ, and raise seditions against our own body ? 
Your schism has perverted many ; it has dis- 
couraged many ; it has caused diffidence in many and 
^ef in us all : and yet your sedition continues still. 
Take the Epistle of the blessed Paul the Apostle into 
your hands : — ^what did he first write to you in the 
beginning of the gospel ? In truth he wrote to you by 
the Spirit concerning himself and Cephas and Apollos, 
because that even then ye had made party-divisions." 
— (JSp. ad Cor. cap. 47.) 
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Thus, in the first century, did one, whom after ages 
have designated as a Pope, write to a contentious 
Church ; he used no anathematising threats ; he even 
writes, not in his own name, but in that of "the 
Church that sojoumeth at Borne ; " and the authority 
that he wielded was the Scripture written by St. Paul. 
Would that Clement XL, who professed to be the suc- 
cessor of this Clement, had been actuated by a similar 
spirit, instead of fuhninating direful anathemas against 
any who maintain that "the reading of holy Scrip- 
ture is for all !" — (Constitution " Unigenitus") 

This Epistle of Clement seems to have been writ- 
ten before the destruction of Jerusalem (see Jlefele, 
p. XXXV.) ; at all events it was in the first century,, 
and not more than from thirty to forty years after that 
of St. Paul to the Corinthian Church, so that not a 
few would, in the ordinary course of things, be stiU 
living at that place to whom the rebuke of the Apostle 
had been addressed. 

Now, St Paul's first Epistle to the Corinthians was 
one of solemn reprehension, and yet that Church held 
it fast as genuine — a plain proof that it knew it to be 
such : the nature of the case, even if there were no 
other impossibilities, would preclude the thought of 
forgery. The Epistle was an evidence that con- 
demned them, and yet they preserved it. 

We find, too, from a letter of Dionysius, bishop of 
Corinth, to the Boman Church in the second century^ 
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that the Corinthians publicly read also this Epistle of 
dement ; so that it, too, receives its attestation from 
those whose practical conduct it condemned. 

It is not my object now to speak directly of the 
authority and inspiration of the New Testament books ; 
this Epistle, however, attested as it is by strict lines of 
evidence of the strongest kind, as actually written by 
St. Paul to the Corinthian Church, may call for a 
passing notice from the peculiar nature of its contents. 
The writer speaks of the miraculous powers in the gift 
of tongues which he himself possessed; he mentions 
this as well known by those to whom he wrote ; and 
their reception and preservation of the Epistle is a 
proof that such was the fact ; as^ endued with such 
powers, he claims such authority as to say, " If any 
man judge himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him 
acknowledge the things that I write unto you are the 
commandments of the Lord." He claims authority 
from God, which the Corinthians kneto to be confirmed 
by miraculous powers. And further, he speaks of such 
powers as bestowed on some of the Cormthians them- 
selves, — ^a plain proof of the reality of the whole state- 
ment : to imagine the contrary would not only include 
the supposition that the writer had lost his reason, but 
that also his readers at Corinth were all similarly 
afflicted. 

It is also worthy of notice how St. Paul speaks of 
the leading facts of Christianity as matters of common 
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knowledge. His appeal to the then still surviving 
majority of a company of more than five hundred, who 
had themselves seen the Lord Jesus after His resurrec- 
tion, carries with it the greatest force : it presents to 
us the evidence of a body of persons who knew from 
their own eyesight the truth of the leading miracle of 
the gospel. 

Clement of Rome does not make it his practice to 
quote the books of the New Testament expressly, 
although, as in the present case, it is evident that he 
was acquainted with them. I will, however, give one 
sentence of his : he says, — " casting away from our- 
selves all unrighteousness and wickedness, covetous- 
ness, debate, malignity and deceit, whisperings and 
backbitings, hatred of God, despitefiilness and pride, 
vain-gloriousness and inanity. For those that com- 
mit such things are hated by Qod, and not only those 
that commit them, but those also that have pleasure 
in them." — (Ep. 1 ad Cor. cap. 35.) 

It would be a mere waste of words to seek to prove 
that Clement had Bom. i. 29 — 32 in his mind and 
memory. Such sequences of words and thoughts can- 
not be fortuitous. He is writing in the name of the 
Roman Church, which thus, acknowledges the Epistle 
to the Romans. 

I turn from Clement to Polycarp, whom I have 
already mentioned. This ancient martyr of Christ 
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addressed^ in the early part of the second century, an 
Epistle to the Church of Philippi, in which he speaks 
of the Epistle which St Paul had written to them — 
(cap. iii.). A large part of this letter is such an inter* 
weaving of sentences from the New Testament books, as 
evinces plainly not only the knowledge of them on the 
part of the writer, but also the perfect familiarity of 
his mind with them — a familiarity as great as that 
which we should find in any modem sermon. 

The following are specimens : — *' The love of 
money is ' the beginning of all sorrows : we brot$ght 
nothing into this world, neither have we anything to carry 
out " — (cap. iv.). In another place he says, " We must 
all stand before the judgment-seat of ChiHst, and each 
one must give account of himself*' — (cap. vi.). In an- 
other passage he says, " Do we not know that the saints 
sluill Judge the world, as Paul teaches ? *' — (Cap. xi.) 
Again, " Be ye angry and sin not, and let not the sun 
go down upon your wrath " — (cap. xii.). How dis- 
tinctly do we see that Polycarp uses the first Epistle 
to Timothy, that to the Romans, the first to the Co- 
rinthians, and that to the Ephesians ! The use of the 
last-mentioned book is all the more striking from the 
sentence of the Old Testament being combined with 
the same addition. He also in another place refers to 
the same Epistle, saying, — " knowing that by grace ye 
are saved, not of works " * — (cap. L). 

* In speaking of the Epistles, which bear St. PauFs name, 
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We are thus able to trace the common use of a col- 
lection of Epistles, bearing St. Paul's name, to an earli/ 
part of the second century : we can show that no pos- 
sibility of mistake could be admitted in such a case, for 
the testimony is given alike by many countries ; im- 
posture is equally im|)ossible, for that could not be sup- 
posed without believing that all Christians everywhere 
were so possessed with a spirit of falsehood as to put 
forth holy writings as those of the Apostle Paul, and 
that for no imaginable reason, — and that this could be 
done without any trsice of such an imposition being 
recorded, and without any voice being raised against 
it, either in the Church or amongst the bodies sepa- 
rated from it. No proof is more mathematically cer- 
tain than that by which the contrary is proved to be 
absurd or impossible. 

The testimonies which bring us back to the time of 
contemporaries of St. Paul, as to some of these Epistles, 
have no small cogency when we compare these Epistles 
together: they bear so thoroughly the impress of the 
same mind. 

Now, there are no ancient works possessed of greater 

as received in the former part of the second century, it is proper 
to state that the Epistle which the Church writers received as 
that to the Ephesians, was styled by Marcion, to the Laodieeans. 
Our copies call it, to the Ephesiaas ; the question, however, is 
not one of authenticity, but only of name in the address ; — both 
parties were equally agreed that it was written by St. Paul. 

D 
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weight of evidence than these writings before us. We 
receive Cicero's letters as genuine, and yet no one sup- 
poses that we could find each one severally mentioned 
by an ancient writer : the quotations from some are 
considered as evidence to the collection as such. Here 
how much stronger is the case ! These Epistles are all 
mentioned severaUy, as existing in the former part of 
the second century — ^as being then known as docu- 
ments of established credit, — not some anonymous 
productions, but ea^ bearing on ite front the c^tifi- 
cate of its origin which was then, and had previously 
been, regarded as authentic. It would be impossible 
to be more absolutely certain even as to the letters of 
Romaine or of John Newton. 

THE FOUR GOSPELS. 

I now pass on to the collected Gospels. 

There is, to some minds, a difficulty in grasping the 
events of ages long past as definitely as if they had 
been of more recent occurrence. Let us then consider 
the collected Gospels, not as living in the nineteenth 
century, on the shore of the English Channel, but as 
those might do, who, in the second century, dwelt on 
the banks of the Rhone. 

We find there a venerable teacher, Irenaeus, the 
bishop of the Church at Lyons: from him we may 
ask for information on this subject. What can he tell 
us of the collected Gospels which the Christians used ? 
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Irenseus says that the Gospels were four^ and he 
gives most elaborate illustrations to show (as he thinks) 
that their number could neither be greater nor less. 
He illustrates his opinion by comparing the four feces 
of the cherubim with the four EvangeHsts; and he rests 
80 fully on the Gospels being then known a» a colkc- 
Hon, that he calls the volume "a fourfold GoapeV* 
He describes them severally thus: — 

" That which is according to John, narrates Christ's 
princely, potential, and glorious generation, saying, 
* In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God,* and ' all things 
were made by Him, and without Him was not any- 
thing made that was made.' Wherefore that Gospel 
is full of all confidence, for His person is such. Now, 
that which is according to Luke, having a priestly 
impress, commenced with Zacharias the priest burn- 
ing incense to God For now was the fatted calf pre- 
pared, which should be slain, because of the finding 
again of the younger son. Matthew preaches his 
birth according to man, saying, 'The book of the 
generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son 
of Abraham ; ' and again, ' Now the birth of Christ was 
on this wise.' This Gospel, then, is of a human form ; 
on which account, throughout the whole of the Gospel, 
the meek and lowly man is kept up. Mark com- 
menced fix)m the prophetic spirit descending from on 
high upon men, sajring, ' The beginning of the Gospel 

D 2 
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of Jems Christ, as it is written in Isaiah the prophet V 
— (L iL c. 11, § 8.) 

He speaks so repeatedly and habitually of the four 
Gospels and their authors, that no donbt can exist as 
to ki$ testimony on the subject 

Bat could this reception of these four Gospeb be a 
mete local peculiarity ? — ^we may, in reply, look firom 
the shore of the Rhone to the land of Lrenaeus's early 
lilEe: his testimony relates, not merely to the West, 
but also to Asia Minor, for that was the land of his 
Oiristian training. We may turn also to Egypt, 
where Clement of Alexandria gives, at the same time, 
an according testimony to the same four Gospels. So, 
too, we may look at Carthage, where, as we learn firom 
Tertullian, who at this very time had arrived at man's 
estate, the same Gospels were used as the works of the 
same authors. 

But did this unity, in the reception of the Gospel 
collection, originate in papal authority ? Have we no 
traces of such claims at dominion over conscience, and 
may not this have influenced Irenaeus and others? 
Now, we have at this very time a remarkable claim 
made by the bishop of Borne — ^a claim, however, 
which this very Irenaeus, to whom we refer, resisted. 
The differences in the Church, as to the time of cele- 
brating Easter, still continued ; and Victor, bishop of 
Rome, usurped the authority of excluding from the 
fellowship of the Churchy the Asiatic bishops and com- 
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munities that did not accord in judgment with him 
as to this point. 

This caused Irenseus to write to Victor in terms of 
•earnest remonstrance^ so that he clearly shows that 
as yet no one Church possessed such dominant power 
over others, as that books of Scripture or anything 
•else could be received on its authority. 

We may thus look aroimd us from the shores of 
the Ehone, and in whatever direction we turn, at the 
latter part of the second century, we find the Christian 
communities holding the same Gospels which they con- 
sidered that they had received from the Apostolic age. 

But in what relation did Christian teachers then, 
such as Irenaeus, stand to the times of the Apostles ? 
Irenseus himself shall tell us. He says, in addressing 
JFlorinus, who had introduced erroneous doctrines, — 

" Thou didst never receive these doctrines from the 
elders who preceded us, who themselves had associated 
with the Apostles. When I was yet a boy, I saw thee 
in company with Polycarp in Asia Minor ; for I re- 
member what took place then better than what hap- 
pens now. What we heard in childhood grows along 
with the soul, and becomes one with it, so that I can 
describe the place where the blessed Polycarp sat and 
.spoke, his going in and out, his manner of life and the 
form of his person ; the discourses which he delivered 
to the congregation ; how he told of his intercourse 
with John and with the rest who had seen the Lord 
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how he reporte<l their sayings, and what he had heard 
from them respecting the Loid, His miracles and S3s 
doctrines. All these things were told by Polycarp in 
accordance with holy Scripture, as he had received 
them from the eye-witnesses of the doctrine of salva- 
tion. Through the grace of God, given to me even 
then, did I listen to these things with eagerness ; and 
wrote them down, not on paper, but in my heart ; and 
by the grace of God, I constantly revive them agdn 
fresh before my memory. And I caa witness, before 
God, that if the blessed and apostolic presbyter had 
heard such things, he would have cried out, stopped 
his ears, and (according to his custom) have said, ' O 
my good God ! upon what times hast thou brought 
me, that I must endure this ! ' And he would have 
fled away from the place where seated or standing he 
had heard such discourses." 

Such was the simple and definite line of information 
that connected IreuEeus with the age of the Apostles. 

From Justin Martyr we learn something of the 
sacred books of the Christians, in which the hbtory of 
our Lord was contained, which were in use amongst 
-them in the former half of the second century. 

early Christian writer was bom at Shechem, in 
oe, about (aa is supposed) the year 90. After a 
tarch for satisfaction, in the schools of philo- 
he became a Christian. In his first Apology,, 
led to the emperor, Antoninus Fius, he describes 
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the worship of the Christians; and after having 
mentioned what was written by '' the Apostles in the 
Memoriak, which they have made, which are called 
Oospehl^ he says, that on Sunday the Christians, 
whether in cities or in country-places, held an united 
assembly, in which " the Memorials of the Apostles 
or the Writings of the Prophets are read, as time may 
permit." * In another place he describes these Chris- 

* The following is Justin's fall description of Christian wor- 
ship in the second century : — 

" On the day called Sunday, there is an assembly in one place 
of all who dwell in the cities or in the country, and the Memo- 
rials of the Apostles or the writings of the Prophets are read, as 
time may permit. Afterwards, when he who reads has ended, 
he who presides admonishes and exhorts, by word, to imitate 
these good things. Afterwards, we all stand up together and 
pray ; and, as we said before, when we have made an end of 
prayer, bread is brought, and wine, and water, and he who pre- 
sides offers prayers and thanksgivings according to his ability, 
and the people add their assent, saying, Amen; and those things 
for which thanks were given are distributed, and are partaken of 
by each one ; and they are sent by the deacons to those who are 
not present. Those who are well-off, and who wish it, con- 
tribute, each one according to his own purpose what he wishes, 
and the collection is deposited with him who presides ; and he 
assists orphans and widows, and those who are in need, through 
sickness or other cause, and those who are in bonds, and stran- 
gers who may be sojourning in the place ; and, in fact, he takes 
care of all who may be in need. 

*^ We all hold this united assembly on Sunday, since it is 
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tian writingB more exactly ; lie says, ** the Memoriak 
whidi were drawn up by the Apostles and their com- 
panions." 

Now, I wish to direct your attention to the manner 
in which Justin speaks of the public and habitual 
reading of the Gospels in tike Christian assembUes. 
He mentions it to the emperor as a fajct open to the 
knowledge of alL Justin's testimony is good enough 
to prove it ; but it rests on a yet stronger ground of 
evidence, for it must have been habitually true if it 
coiQd be thus mentioned 

Thus, when Melanchthon said, in the Augsburg Con- 
fession, " The Churches amongst us teach, with general 
consent, • . . that men cannot be justified before God 
by their own powers, merits, or works, but that they 
are justified freely for Christ's sake, through faith," the 
statement carried with it the guarantee of its truth. 
Now, Justin was well acquainted with the Christian 
commimities in many parts: he had sojourned at 
Ephesus, Alexandria, and Bome; and it is evident 
that the memorials called Gospels, written by the 
Apostles and their companions, were thus used in all 

the first day, in which God tnmed aside darkness and matter, 
and made the world; and Jesus Christ, our Saviour, on the same 
day arose from the dead ; for they crucified Him the day before 
Saturday ; and on the day after Saturday, which is Sunday, He 
was manifested to His apostles and disciples, and taught them 
things which we have offered, likewise, for your attention.** 
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the Churches of which Justin knew aught. Justin's 
writings contain repeated citations which substantially 
accord with our four Gospels ; so that these citations 
might show, that the books which the Church uni- 
versally used in the days when Irenseus wrote, were the 
same that were in the hands of Justin. It is true that 
Justin cites loosely enough, and that he quotes from 
the Gospels two things that are not in ours ; he cites, 
however, the Old Testament just as loosely, and refers 
to the Pentateuch for two facts which it does not con- 
tain : no one would, therefore, think that his Penta- 
teuch was different from ours. 

And yet some have said, that Justin only used 
iapocryphal Gospels : if so, they must have resembled 
ours most marvellously, and they must have been 
attributed to authors who might be similarly described. 
And besides this, the whole of the Churches must have 
used the same apocryphal Gospels ; and this must have 
been the case in the boyhood of that very Irenseus, who 
is so explicit a witness to our four Gospels. It certainly 
would require some degree of credulity to believe that 
all the Churches everywhere did, between the years 
150 and 175, change the Gospels which they read pub- 
licly every Lord's-day. Had they done this, how could 
they have received the newly-adopted documents with 
such reverence as they did ? In fact, the identity of 
Justin's Gospels with those mentioned by Irenaeus, is 
more strongly evinced by the moral impossibilities im« 
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plied in the contrary supposition, than it could be m 
any other way. 

We have, however, direct evidence also : for Tatian 
composed a kind of harmony of the Gospels, which 
was known by the name of Lia Tesaaron, i e. " of the 
four," from its being an interwoven narrative from four 
Gk)spels. We learn from Irenseus himself, that this 
Tatian was a disciple of Justin Mart3nr, and that he 
fell into doctrinal errors, such as the condemnation of 
marriage, after his teacher's death. Tatian's Gospels 
were then evidently identical with those of Justin. 
We may also notice that the writer of the Canon in 
Muratori speaks of the Gospels of Luke and John by 
name, as the third and fourth ; those of Matthew and 
Mark must undoubtedly have been described in the 
lost part of this fragment. 

If, then, we see that the Churches everywhere used 
our four Gospels immediately after the apostolic &ge, 
and in the lifetime of the tens of thousands of Christians 
who had been contemporaries with the Apostles, it 
follows that this was nothing newly or suddenly 
adopted, but that it sprung even from the time when 
the apostolic guidance still continued. And what could 
havfe caused all Christians everywhere to read iu public 
these four narratives, as the works of the Apostles 
Matthew and John, and of Mark and Luke, two com- 
panions of Apostles, except that they kneic, as a fact, 
that these were their real authors ? 
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I have dwelt long on a very plain case, simply be-^ 
cause, in the present day, this is the very point of 
Christian evidence which is specially opposed. It is 
said that our four Gospels are not historical narratives^, 
but that they came into existence at a later period than 
the time of the Apostles ; that the accounts of Christ> 
were at first mythSy and that they were gradually em- 
bodied in a definite form. By a myth they seem to^ 
mean the personification of an idea : a mythic person 
would be the supposed character of a fable ; — ^and to- 
this they would bring down all that we know of the^ 
life and actions of our Lord. They say, that if we hold 
the Christ of our apprehension aright, it matters little 
whether we retain the belief in an historical Christ.* 

* The process of supposed ratiocination, by which historicar 
facts and persons in Scripture are reduced to mere mythSy is- 
something of the following kind. It is assumed that man had 
an intuitive consciousness of his own want of a deliverer ; thai, 
this want led to the process of thinking out what sort of a. 
deliverer was suited to the need, and how this redeemer should 
act in order to work out man^s salvation : these ideas (it is then« 
assumed) led to the thought of the incarnation of a divine person,. 
— to his being supposed to have died, and risen, etc. ; and then, 
it is assumed that the Gospels sprung into existence at a later 
period, when these supposed thoughts had assumed a concrete 
form in the minds of those who had received them. But does, 
man naturally know his need of such a salvation as that which 
€k>d sets forth, through faith, in the blood of Jesus Christ? So- 
far from this being the case, the scheme of Christianity runs, 
directly counter to man's preconceived thoughts. The Cross of 
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It is difficult to analyse such vague thoughts. This, 
liowever, I know, that if the New Testament possesses 

Christ was, indeed, to the Jews a sttimblmg-block, and to the 
Greeks foolishness. The mythie theory is a present proof how 
little minds now like the mode of salvation set forth in the New 
Testament. 

It is in vain to endeavour to set aside the existence and acts 
«f historic personages by calling them mythi, Julius Caesar 
would make (on the novel theory) a thorough myth. The re- 
corded events of his life are so peculiar, — his connection with 
«uch varied countries, his actings from Britain to Egypt, might 
all be pronounced as proofs that he was not an historic person; 
he might thus be easily explained away into the embodiment of 
i}he idea of the transition of the Boman state from a republic to 
■an empire, — of the spread of Roman institutions into the West 
<uid East, and the introduction of Roman civilization into bar- 
barous countries, such as Gaul and Britain. It might be sug- 
gested that some British writer gave the myth its form ; for 
otherwise, why should his military success in Britain be repre- 
sented as so incomplete ? It might be argued that the accounts 
•of Caesar's death show the whole to be mythic ; for how else 
•could the Roman senate solemnly confirm all Caesar's acts, and 
yet proclaim an amnesty for those who had assassinated him ? 
JMight not the fact, also, of the name of Coesar being used in all 
succeeding ages as a title, be taken as a proof of the absence of 
historic reality as to the alleged Julius Caesar ? 

These points are strong when compared with what the mythic 
theory has to object to the reality of Jesus Christ. What shall 
be said of a system which owns that man needs a Saviour, and 
jret deprives him of the historic reality of that Saviour to whom 
the Scripture testifies ! 
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one particle of authenticity, then the historical Christ 
is the person to whom it points. I can apprehend no 
Christ, no deliverer of guilty man, except that historical 
person — ^the eternal Son of God, who became man, to 
redeem us men by the shedding of His blood, and who 
has risen again, and now sitteth at the right hand of 
God, from whence He shall come to be the Judge of 
quick and dead. Our warrant for believing in this 
Christ is the record which we possess in the New 
Testament. 

It is, indeed, marvellous how any imagination can 
have run so wild, as to think that a supposed myth 
about a supposed Christ can have become embodied in 
four narratives so simple and definite, and that the real 
fact of Christianity can have sprung out of such fancied 
dreams. 

But it is said that, at this distance of time, the great- 
est uncertainty must of course spread over the scene. 
Nay, but lapse of time makes no diflference with regard 
to proved facts : that which is proved to have been 
known truth eighteen hundred years ago, is known 
truth still. It is as certain note that Julius Caesar in- 
vaded Britain, as it was at the Christian era. But we 
have no occasion to look at these things from a long 
distance. We can take our stand in the latter part of 
the second century, and look back from that era to 
the apostolic age. The opponents admit that our four 
Gospels were in general use A. D. 175. They suggest. 
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however, that they came into existence^ at least in their 
present form, between the year 150 and that year ; 
that is to say, by some unknown and unrecorded cause, 
the Christians were induced everywhere,in twenty-five 
years, to adopt our Gospels, and also to beltete that they 
liad possessed them from the apostolic age. This is 
mythic and unhistorical with a vengeance. 

It presents difficulties enough to be explained. The 
number of the copies of the Gospels which were in use 
^t the admitted date, A. D. 175, would be, at a very 
moderate computation, sixti/ thousand, amongst the 
Christian communities throughout the Roman empire; 
— and all these copies must have been received and 
used without any opposing voice being raised ! 

Standing at the year 175, we might find enough 
individuals living who still remembered the apostolic 
age : they had only to look back seventy-five years, — 
as long as we have to the old American war ; — it was 
not six months ago* that Dr. Routh, president of 
Magdalen College, Oxford, was speaking to me, with 
clear memory, of events which occurred then and be- 
fore, when he was a student in that University. 

It is thus of importance to trace our Gospels, step by 
step, backwards through the second century, for thus 
we show the baselessness of the mythic, unhistoric 
theory. And now, as to single Gospeb, we can go yet 

* That ie, when this Lecture was delivered, October, 1851. 
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further in our notices than we can of the collected 
volume. 

At the close of the first century there were living at 
Ephesus, besides the Apostle John, two others of the 
immediate disciples of our Lord when on earth, — 
John the Presbyter, and Aristion.* Now, we know 
irom Papias, bishop of Hierapolis, what John the 
Presbyter stated concerning the Gospels of Matthew 
and Mark : of Mark, he says, that he was the inter- 
preter of Peter, and though not a hearer or follower of 
our Lord Himself, he wrote down very carefully what 
Peter had narrated; so that (he adds) "Ae e^Ted in 
nothing^ This testimony of an immediate disciple of 
Christ is deeply interesting. He speaks as clearly 
of St. Matthew's Gospel, mentioning that he wrote it 
in Hebrew. 

* The words of Eusebius (iii. 39) are, " Aristion, and John 
the Presbyter, the disciples of the Lord." In the " Edinburgh 
Beview," July, 1851, p. 37, note^ it is said that the words, " the 
disciples of the Lord," "are probdbly an interpolation^'* No 
reason is given why we should so regard them ; and in looking 
at Dr. Burton's critical edition of "Eusebius's Ecclesiastical 
History,'^ it appears that there is no authority whatever for ex- 
punging them. Not only is all external evidence in their favour, 
but also, if they were omitted, there would be no purpose in 
mentioning John the Presbyter, and Aristion, in the passage, had 
they not been like Andrew, Peter, and the others, whose names 
are introduced, themselves inunediate disciples of Christ when. 
on earth. 
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The endeavoar to evade the force of this evidence 
is made to rest on the singular theory that John the 
Presbyter, and Papias who records his words, did not 
mean our Gospels of Matthew and Mark, but some 
other books of which we have no account whatever^ 
which bore the same names! Suppose we were to 
suggest that the history of Thucydides, which we pos- 
sess, is not that which the ancients cite as such, but 
another book bearing the same name. What would be 
said to this idea ? 

I have already shown how Polycarp interweaves in 
his epistle, words and sentences from the Epistles of 
the Apostle Paul : we find a similar introduction of 
words which exist in our Gospels. He writes thus: — 
" The Lord said. Judge not that ye be not judged ; 
forgive and ye shall be forgiven ; be merciful that ye 
may obtain mercy. With what measure ye mete it 
shall be measured to you again. And, Blessed are the 
poor, and they that are persecuted for righteousness 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of God*' — (cap. 2). 
In another place, " The Lord said, The spirit truly is 
willing, but the flesh is weak " — (cap. 7). 

Clement of Borne, also, in his epistle has this state- 
ment : — *' The Lord said. Be merciful that ye may 
obtain mercy; forgive that ye may be forgiven; as 
ye do so shall it be done to you ; as ye give so shall it 
be given to you ; as ye judge so shall ye be judged ; 

with what measure ye mete, therewith shall it 

be measured to you " — (cap. 13). 
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These sentences, especially those of Polyearp, appear 
like references, more or less exact, to the Gospels of 
Matthew and Luke : the only reason for doubting is 
that these writers might have had some oral know- 
ledge of this teaching of our Lord : — ^they refer, how- 
ever, to what He said, as if those to whom they wrote 
knew of these things likewise. 

St. Paul, in his first Epistle to Timothy, speaks thus: 
— " The Scripture saith. Thou shalt not muzzle the ox 
that treadeth out the com ; " and, ** T^e labourer is 
worthy of his reward." This latter sentence is found only 
in Luke x. 7 ; it appears to be linked by the Apostle 
with the citation from the Law under the common 
term of Scripture. There is, I believe, in the New 
Testament no instance of two sentences, joined by the 
copxdative, being introduced with such a phrase as 
"the Scripture saith," when the latter is merely an 
addition. I have no doubt myself that St, Paul gives 
us the earliest testimony, and that of an authoritative 
kind, to the Gospel of Luke, his companion. 

Besides the evidence of writers who belong to the 
Church, we may (as Irenseus himself did) appeal to 
the Gnostic sects, who made more or less use of our 
Gospels. Thus, Marcion's Gospel was a truncated copy 
of St. Luke's, from which he extruded what struck 
him as inconsistent with his notion that our Lord pos- 
sessed no real humanity : he left, however, unamputat^d 

E 
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quite enough to refute bis strange ideas. Indeed, while 
the different bodies separated from the Church showed 
that they were acquainted, in the second century, with 
all our four Gospels, it is pointed out by Irenseus that 
each Gospel, separately, was upheld by some one par- 
ticular party, — ^a plain prc)of of their existence before 
these bodies quitted the commimion of the Church. 

Celsus, the heathen philosopher, who wrote at 
length against the Christians and their religion, is an 
important witness to the early existence and use of our 
Gospels. 

Thus, then, we have distinct historic grounds for 
holding fast the Epistles which bear St. Paul's name 
as being his genuine works, and for ascribing the four 
(rospels to the authors whose names they bear, that is, 
to use the words of Justin Martyr, '^Apostles and 
their companions." 

I have not rested on other evidence, such as that of 
undesigned coincidence, by which Paley demonstrates 
so satisfactorily that the Epistles of St. Paul, and the 
book of Acts, are alike genuine works, — ^that they 
could not, in fact, be forgeries : this evidence is of a 
kind extremely cogent. 

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

In pacing on to the remaining books, I begm. with 
the Acts of the Apostles : this book was, in the second 
century, known and received as the work of Luke, as 
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much as his Gospel. I need only refer to Irenaeus, 
Clement of Alexandria, and Tertullian, as witnesses 
against whose testimony no exception can be made. 
The Canon in Muratori is also a valuable document as 
to this book. I need not enlarge on this ; for the 
testimony is sufficient to carry us to the time of those 
who belonged to the Apostolic age. 

EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 

In speaking of the Epistles to which St. Paul's name 
is prefixed, that to the Hebrews was of course ex- 
cluded. The difficulty, as to this Epistle, is not on 
the points of antiquity and authority, but entirely as 
to authorship. In the early centuries it was but little 
known in the West, and thus, in the Canon in Mura- 
tori, it is not mentioned. In the East, however, it 
was well known and received, — and there it was as- 
cribed to the Apostle Paul. Clement of Alexandria 
is a sufficient witness on this point. The North 
African Church, likewise, knew of this Epistle at an 
early period; for Tertullian quotes it, ascribing it, 
however, to Barnabas. All the early accounts would 
show that it was considered to come from what might 
be called tlie school of 8t. Paul, whether written lay 
himself or not. Though the West had comparatively 
little knowledge of this Epistle in the second century, 
yet it must have been known there, in the first cen- 

E 2 
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ttuy^ as an approved document ; for Clement of Rome^ 
in his Epistle to the Corinthians, interweaves large 
portions of the Epistle before ns. It has been said 
that "allusions prove nothing"; however, in sach a 
case as this they prove a great deal. This Epistle 
claims authority on the part of the writer ; he, there- 
fore, who could approvingly introduce extracts from it 
into another work, so £ur sanctions that authority ; and 
this Clement of Rome has done.* We are able, there- 
fore, to say that in the Apostolic age it was received as 
an authoritative document. In the former part of the 
second century, Justin Martyr {ApoL i) says, that 
Christ is called an Apostle r—^ term which indicates his 
acquaintance with this Epistle, and his acknowledg- 
ment of its authority. The difficulty connected with 
its authorship being directly ascribed to St. Paul is 
principally found in the omission of his name at the 
beginning, and the difference of style throughout. 
Thus, some of those who ascribed it in a general sense 
to St. Paul, thought that the ideas were his, but that 
the language was that of another ; in fact, that it bore 
the same relation to St. Paul, as St. Luke's Qospel 
does to him, and St. Mark's to St. Peter. Thus 
Origen, who quotes this Epistle as St. Paul's, says, 
that of the actual writer "God only knoweth."t 

* It would fill several pages to give the reiterated passages in 
which Clement interweaves the words and order of thoughts of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

t Cited in Euseb. Hist. Ecc. L vi. 25. 
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Ancient testimony is abundantly strong as to the 
authority of this book: it generally ascribes it to 
St. Paul ; — ^and this is quite sufficient for us to receive 
it with all confidence, and to consider it as Pauline in 
the same general sense. 

CATHOLIC EPISTLES. 
FIEST EPISTLE OF PETEE. 

The Catholic Epistles were not formed into a col- 
lected volume at an early period: they were only 
known and used individually. Hence, we cannot be 
.surprised that some of them were much better known 
than others. Two only of these writings stand in 
Eusebius's catalogue of books universally acknow- 
ledged. 

The first Epistle of Peter need not detain us long : 
Polycarp uses it as freely and fully as a modern 
preacher might do."^ Papias, in the same age, 
«ited testimonies from it, as we learn from Eusebius 
{L iii. 39). Clement of Alexandria and Irenseus quote 
it by name, in the second century, as also does Tertul- 
lian : he only, however, cites it in one passage, instead 
•of making the continual use of it that he does of the 
Gospels and St. Paul's Epistlea This is natural 
enough, as this writing was only a separate volume, 
.and not part of the collections already formed. 

* The following is the first passage of Polycarp in which he 
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FmST EPISTLE OF JOHN. 

The first Epistle of John was also used by Polycarp 
and Papias, and by the writers of the second century^ 
IrenaBus, Clement, and Tertullian, by name ; as is also 
the case in the Canon in Muratori. 



BOOKS OPPOSED BY SOME. 
EPISTLE OF JAMES. 

The Epistle of James is the first book that we have 
to consider, of those described by Eusebius as opposed 
hy some. 

We are not (as I said already) to feel sui-prise that- 
Epistles not addressed to a particular Church should 
be for a time comparatively unknown; this would 
especially be what we might expect as to an Epistle 
to those from amongst the Israelitish nation who had 
believed in Christ. 

The first who makes eapress mention of this Epistle 
by name, is Origen, in the former part of the third cen- 
tury : he quotes it as the Epistle attributed to James. 

i&terweayes the words of 1 Peter, and this may serve as a. 
specimen of the rest. " In whom though ye see Him not, ye 
believe ; and believing ye rejoice with joy unutterable and full, 
of glory "—(cap. i.). 
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Hence, it is probable that Origen's teacher, Clement of 
Alexandria, knew of this Epistle : this supposition is 
confirmed by a statement of Cassiodorus, a writer of 
the sixth century, that Clement gave a summary of 
this Epistle (together with others) in a work of his 
which is now lost: it has, however, been doubted 
whether the name of James, in the passage of Cassio- 
dorus, is not put in mistake for Jude. Iren^us says of 
Abraham, that **he was called the friend of Ood" — 
(1. iv. c. 16, § 2). This looks like an acquaintance with 
this Epistle. A strong testimony to this writing is 
given by the old Syriac version of the New Testament, 
in which, although the other books ''opposed by 
some " are absent, this Epistle is contained. In the 
fourth century we see, from Jerome, that the authen- 
ticity of this Epistle was very plainly asserted, and 
the Epistle was then, as now, ascribed to the Apostle 
James, the son of Alphseus. This is just what we 
might expect : a writing, little known at first, obtains 
a more general circulation, and the knowledge of the 
writing and its reception go almost together. The 
contents entirely befit the antiquity which the writing 
claims : no evidence could be given for rejecting it : it 
difiers in its whole nature from the foolish and spuri- 
ous writings put forth in the name of this James ; and 
tiius its gradual reception is to be accounted for from 
its having, from early times, been known by some to 
be genuine (as shown by the Syriac ver^on) and this 
knowledge having afterwards spread more widely. 
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EPISTLE OF FBTEB. 

The teeoiid Epistle of Peter was bat little knofwn in 
early times: — ^it professes (ck, iiL 1) to be addressed 
to the same penons as the firat Ejnstle bad been. 
Cappadoda is one of the eonntries mentioned in the 
salutation of the former: — this then most be supposed 
to have been best known in that and the snrrounduig 
regions. Accordingly, from Cappadocia we get the 
earliest decisive testimony. In the middle of the third 
century, Firmilianus, bishop of Caesarea, in Cappa- 
docia, writes to Cyprian, accusing the bishop of Borne 
of '' abusing the holy Apostles, Peter and Paul, who 
in their JEpisiks have execrated heretics, and ad- 
monished us to avoid them." The mention of Peter 
can only carry our minds to this Epistle. We learn 
from Origen that it was known at this time as a writ- 
ing about which there were doubts : he knew of no 
evidence against it, and the doubts then entertained 
are well balanced by Firmilianus's distinct testimony, 
springing from that very region to which we might 
OMpecially look for evidence. This Epistle is not men- 
tioned by TertuUian, — a fact at which we need not 
wonder, since he only quotes the first Epistle of Peter, 
although universally owned, once. Eusebius tells us 
that Clement of Alexandria commented on the Catholic 
Epiatlos, both those which were universally owned. 
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and those which are opposed by some : hence, it has 
been reasonably concluded that he knew this Epistle. 
This writing certainly is utterly unlike the forged 
documents, in the name of Peter, which were put 
forth in the second century : it belongs, at least, to an 
age anterior to that of Firmilianus and Origen, and 
thus we approach the Apostolic period. Now, Cle- 
ment of Rome has a passage which seems to allude to 
part of this Epistle : he says,—" On account of hos- 
pitality and godliness, Lot was delivered from Sodom, 
when all the neighbouring country was condemned 
with fire and brimstone. The Lord made it manifest 
that He doth not forsake those who trust in Him ; but 
those who turn to other ways, He appoints to punish- 
ment and suffering" — (cap. xi.). The connection of 
tcords and thoughts appears to show that 2 Pet. ii. 6-9* 
was in the writer's mind. In the time after Eusebius, 
but little doubt was expressed as to this Epistle, 
although the points of difference in the stf/k were per- 
ceived. As to this, let it be observed that the subject 
continually /(WWW the style; no one would write a hor- 
tatory or didactic address in the same style as a stern 

* '< Turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, 
condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample 
unto those that after should live ungodly ; and delivered just 

Lot The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 

temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judg- 
ment, to he punished." 
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rebuke. I may add that this Epistle is much more 
like St. Peter, as preaching in the Acts, than is the 
first. 

It must be observed that the express testimony of 
Firmilianus, coming as it does from Cappadocia itself, 
has the utmost importance in connection with this 
writing. If we have no proof of its having been as 
widely diffiised as other books of the New Testament, 
all we have to ask is, whether we have sufficient testi- 
mony as to its existence and authorship. Internally it 
claims to be written by St. Peter ; and this claim is 
confirmed by the Christians of that very region in 
whose custody it ought to have been found. 



SECOND AND THIBD EPISTLES OP JOHN. 

The second Epistle of John has as much evidence as 
so short a writing would be likely to possess : it is ex* 
pressly mentioned and cited by Irenseus (1. iii. c. 16, § 8), 
whose links of connection with that Apostle have been 
already stated ; it is also mentioned and quoted by 
Clement of Alexandria. The third Epistle of John is 
mentioned by Origen, together with the second, as 
writings about which judgments might perhaps be 
divided. Dionysius of Alexandria, however, in part 
his contemporary, speaks undoubtingly of both. — {In 
JSuseb. H. R 1. vii. 25.) 
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The Canon in Muratori owns at least one of these 
Epistles: in my opinion, both. From the mode in 
which Jerome speaks of these Epistles, we may con- 
clude that the doubt was not as to their being really 
sacred writings, but as to which John was the author,. 
— John the Apostle, or John the Presbyter, — a doubt 
which is fully met by Irenseus and the writer of the- 
fragmentary canon. 

EPISTLE OF JUDE. 

We find quite suflBcient early testimony to the Epistle- 
of Jude, for it is mentioned in Muratori's Canon, by 
Clement of Alexandria (Peed. p. 280), and by TertuUian 
(De Cultu Fcem, i. 3). We are able, therefore, at once 
to repudiate the doubts expressed by some in the begin* 
ning of the fourth century, because of earlier evidence> 
which ascribes this Epistle to Jude, the brother of 
James. 



THE APOCALYPSE. 

Eusebius speaks of the book of Kevelation in a very 
peculiar manner — ^perhaps a book universally received 
— ^perhaps one altogether spiirious. 

Not so, however, did the second century judge: 
Papias, bishop of Hierapolis, near Laodicea, the con- 
temporary of the Apostle John, received and used this 
book. — (Andreas, in Apoc.) 
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Justin Martyr, before the middle of the second cen- 
tury, held his contention with Trypho, the Jew, at 
Ephesus, where St. John had been living thirty or 
thirty-five years before. He says that the Revelation 
had been given to " John, one of the twelve Apostles 
of Christ." Irenseus, so closely connected as he had 
lyeen with the immediate disciples of St. John, gives a 
similar testimony : he even tells us tchen St. John saw 
the Revelation, almost, he says, in his own days, about 
the end of the reign of Domitian — (1. v. c. 30, § 3). 
As to the true reading of a passage, he refers to the 
information which he had received from those who had 
known John fistce to face. Melito, bishop of Sardis, in 
the second century, wrote a book on the Revelation of 
John. — (JEmeb. 1. iv. 26.) All this evidence is more 
or less connected with the very region of the seven 
-Chiirches in Asia, to whom the book was addressed. 

In Egypt we have the testimony of Clement of Alex- 
andria (Strom, pp. 207, 667), and, after him, of Origen ; 
in North Africa we have TertuUian (De Press, c. 33) ; 
and at a little later time, we have (at Rome, probably) 
Hippolytus. — (Opp. p. 18.). There was thus the united 
testimony of the East and West. 

Caius, a Roman presbyter of the end of the second 
oentury, is said (Euseb. 1. iii. 28) to have rejected this 
book : but this could have no weight against such evi- 
dence. Dionysius of Alexandria, in the middle of the 
third century, in opposing the doctrine of the millennial 
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reign of Christ (JEuseb. 1. vii. 24), chose to ascribe this- 
book to John the Presbyter, and not to the Apostle : 
but still he elsewhere uses it as an authority. — (Euseb. 
1. vii. 10.) The growing opposition to Millenarianism 
led to on acquiescence in the view which regarded thia 
book as non-apostolic: hence, probably, the peculiar 
language employed by Eusebius. Of course we shall 
adhere to the contemporary evidence, which ascribes, 
this book to the beloved disciple, instead of following^ 
mere arbitrary conjectures. 

Indeed, it may be observed, that there is perhaps no 
book of the New Testament for which we have such 
clear, ample, and numerous testimonies in the second 
century, as we have in favour of the Apocalypse. And 
the more closely the witnesses were themselves con- 
nected with the Apostle John (as was the case with 
Irensaus), the more full and explicit is their testimony. 
That doubts should prevail in after ages, must have 
originated either in ignorance of the earUer testimony, 
or else from some supposed intuition as to what an 
Apostle ought to have written. The objections raised 
on the ground of internal styk, etc, can weigh nothing 
against the actual evidence. It is in vain to argue d 
priori^ that St. John could not have written this book, 
when we have the evidence of several competent wit- 
nesses that he did write it. 
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RESULTS OF EVIDENCE. 

I have now discussed all the books of the New Testa- 
ment, and to this I may add, that if we were to in- 
vestigate other remains of antiquity, we could rarely 
&id one-tenth part of the evidence for works un- 
doubtedly genuine; and even this evidence is often 
only found after intervals much greater than that fix)m 
the Apostolic age to the end of the second century. 

Historic evidence embraces a much wider range than 
that of eye-witnesses. Thus we do not, in the slightest 
degree, doubt the facts which Bede mentions in his 
history as occurring a century and a half^ or two cen- 
turies, before the time when he wrote. We conclude 
that he made due inquiries of those who could inform 
him of what had taken place before his time. A person 
who takes pains may learn much orally, on good au- 
thority, as to past events. I can weU remember the 
interest with which, when a child, I listened to accounts 
of the Scotch Rebellion, in 1746, under Prince Charles 
Edward Stewart ; — ^and these things were told me not 
on report, but by an eye-witness. Things thus learned 
(as Irenseus says), grow with us ; so that the whole of 
that rebellion would have been a history in my mind 
even if I had never read a word on the subject. This 
is wholly different from hearsay report : and, observe 
that this period of 106 years is as great as that between 
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the Apostolic age and the time when Origen had arrived 
at man's estate. A very few lives may continue testi- 
mony for a much longer period. In the popedom 
of Sixtus V. (1585-90), was bom Giovanni-Battista 
Altieri. When very old he became Pope, in 1670, 
under the name of Clement X, : he died in 1676. Now, 
in March, 1846, I visited at Rome the convent of 
Santa Francesca Romana ; the abbess of this convent 
was a princess of the Altieri family, then aged almost 
100. This abbess had known several in her own 
family, very aged of course when she was young, who 
had been acquainted with their kinsman. Pope Cle- 
ment X. In conversing with the old abbess of these 
things, it seemed as if I was transported back two 
<;enturies and more. Here were links of connection, 
which carried me back into the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth. Two hundred and fifty years carry us from the 
time of St. Paul to that of Eusebius, — the extreme 
interval over which our inquiries have been extended. 

Has not, then, the requirement of the rule of evi- 
dence laid down by St. Augustine been fully met? 
We can show that a successional series of writers, 
from the age immediately subsequent to that of the 
Apostles, have mentioned, or used (and, in general, ex- 
tensively), the books of the New Testament. And if, 
with regard to some, such as the Epistle of James and 
the second Epistle of Peter, the indications are less 
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frequent, we have only to inquire whether they are 
not sufficient. Ajs to the books in general^ the evi- 
dence is so cumulative that nothing more attested is 
presented to our notice. 

I have indicated the evidence on many points with- 
out stating it at length ; this has only been, however^ 
the case when the facts are unquestioned. I hav& 
omitted vast masses of evidence as to many of the 
books, not because it is not both good and valuable,, 
but because a few unquestio^able witnesses sufficed to 
prove the points. I have also passed by many state- 
ments which are often brought forward as evidence,, 
because of some difficulty or doubt which may attach 
itself to these testimonies. An advocate may easily 
invaUdate the force of his case, by adding weak or 
doubtful evidence to that which is beyond exception* 
Cavils may be raised ag^ainst what is weak, which 
will undermine, in the thoughts of others, that which 
is strong. Harm has often been done to Christian 
evidence by referring to writers for that which their 
works do not contain, except by doubtful interpreta- 
tions* 

Here, then, we have plain historic reasons for ac- 
cepting the twenty-seven books of the New Testament, 
as the genuine works of eight persons, Matthew, Mark^ 
Luke, John, Paul, James, Peter, and Jude. But will 
this evidence apply to these books alone? I asked. 
Why do we receive the Acts of the Apostles, and reject 
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the Acts of Paul and Thecla ? I have answered the 
former part of the inquiry ; I will now briefly reply to 
the second. — Because the Acts of Paul and Thecla, 
though written by an Asiatic presbyter, who had 
known Paul, was never received by contemporary 
Christians, and those of the age immediately subse- 
quent, as an authentic history: and further, as we 
learn from Tertullian and Jerome, the author of the 
book was excluded by the Apostle John from his 
office of presbyter, for having written it.* 

And as to other early writings, though we may find; 
occasionally, one or two who use them and cite them, 
yet this is the rare exception ; it is as much a matter 
of individual opinion, as it is when we now find a 
Protestant who believes in the divine authority of 
some book of the Apocrypha. 

But if this be the evidence in favour of the New 
Testament books, what is that which can be brought 
to meet it ? Should we not hear both sides ? There 



• This strange book, '* The Acts of Paul and Thecla/* is one 
of the earliest of the apocryphal writings of Christians (or 
nominal Chnstians) which has come down to us. It has, pro> 
bably, been altered by additions and omissions, but substantially 
it appears to be the original work of the first century. It has 
hitherto been known only in the very corrupt text published by 
0-rabe : Prof. Tischendorf has just edited it, far more correctly, 
from three MSS. in the Biblioth^que du Boi at Paris, in his 
^* Acta Apostolorum Apocrypha." 

F 
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IS NO COUNTER EVIDENCE WHATSOEVER. Somiiaes 

and hinted doubts are all that can be brought to meet 
the united testimony of the early Christian Church, 
scattered in many r^ons, yet testifying to the trans^ 
mission of the same books. But might not this com* 
mon testimony be only a tradition ? K tradition be 
used in an indefinite sense, then I say, certainly not. 
For this testimony goes back so far as to exclude the 
lapse of time needful to give birth to indefinite tradi- 
tion. And, besides, the tradition of something to be 
propagated by mere oral report, is wholly different 
from the account which is received relative to a monu- 
ment inscribed with a record, or a book which claims 
(as do St. Paul's Epistles) to be written by any well- 
known individual The received account then be- 
comes a sort of public consent to the recorded inscrip- 
tion, whatever it be. 

Those who seek to invalidate evidence by means of 
surmises, represent ordinary minds as incapable of 
nicely balancing such points. They say that without 
certain habits of study and mental training we cannot 
do thi& But is the allegation true ? Can it be applied 
generally ? Certainly we so act as if we thought that 
minds in general are capable of appreciating evidence, 
when placed before them intelligibly. We do not 
seek for profound scholars, or men of most acute intel- 
lect, as if the facts in question in judicial inquiries 
could only be determined by such. And though we 
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tsometimes find a brainless juryman, incapable of com- 
prehending evidence, yet this does not prevent our 
considering that men in general are competent to 
weigh testimony to facts. Mental training and ex- 
perience of a particular kind, are certainly necessary to 
enable any one so to investigate facts, and to arrange 
the evidence on which they rest, as to present them 
intelligibly before others, but this is so done for the 
very purpose of putting them in possession of the evi- 
dence which enables them to grasp the/ac^« as such. 

It has been said that the investigation of Christian 
evidences is on the whole unsatisfactory, because the 
point to which it is intended to lead the inquiry is 
known beforehand. This objection is ver}' much in 
accordance with the habit of mind which loves a con- 
siderable degree of uncertainty, and which wishes to 
make the first elements of truth a mere field for specu- 
lation. 

But if this objection be good, will it not apply to 
other subjects also? For instance, in mathematical 
studies we know very well as soon as a theorem is 
enunciated, what the point is which the teacher intends 
to prove. We are not instructed how to demonstrate 
that the three angles of a triangle are equal to two 
right angles, in order that this should afterwards be in 
our minds a debatable question, but we learn the 
demonstration that this may thenceforth be held as an 
established and unquestionable fact. Just so is it as to 

F 2 
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the evidence for the records of our religion. We do 
not prove the genuineness of the New Testament books 
on any grounds of mere opinion, so that what seems 
established to-day may be overturned to-morrow, but 
we demonstrate it by evidence, which loses no part of 
its value by lapse of time, any more than time can 
weaken the force of a mathematical demonstration. 



EVIDENCE FROM THE CHANNELS OF 
TRANSMISSION. 

If we wish to find the records of a corporate body, 
we should seek for them in the custody of that cor* 
poration itself : if found there, the records may speak 
for themselves as to the authority which may attach to 
them. And thus it is with regard to the Scriptures ; 
the Old Testament was given to the Jews, and they 
have transmitted it to us ; the New Testament was 
given to the Christian community, and they have 
delivered it on even to our days ; and the early writers 
of the Church have given us sufficient attestation that 
the books which we have are the same which they had 
from the beginning. Thus do we receive the Scrip* 
tures from what might formally be considered the 
proper ctistody, even if the eaa'ly specific evidence had 
been less strong. 

I was present, about twenty years ago, at an investi* 
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gation, in which a corporate body found it needful to 
produce the charter which gave them a certain extent 
of jurisdiction. A document was produced ; — on ex- 
amination it was seen that it was not the original 
charter, but it was (as it professed to be) a transcript 
which had been made 650 years before. This tran- 
script had been admitted in the reign of James II. as 
secondary evidence of what the contents of the original 
charter had been. But when the document was read, 
it showed that the corporation, who brought it for- 
ward, had habitually acted in contravention of almost 
all its provisions. They had enforced dues and toUs 
in defiance of its limitations. Its production thus con- 
demned them so thoroughly, that they could never 
again establish their claims to these tolls. No one, cer- 
tainly, could, after this, suspect that the document — 
mere transcript as it was — was anything contrived by 
the corporation : its genuineness was proved even by 
the testimony which it bore against those who brought 
it forward. 

Thus has it been with regard to the Old Testament 
and the Jews, and the New Testament and the 
Church. Each is a witness against the collective body 
which has transmitted it. In each case we have not 
the original documents, but only transcripts ; and in 
each the transmission is confirmed by the contents of 
the documents. Just as the production of the charter, 
to which I referred, condemned the corporation which 
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relied on ii^ so does the Old Testament condeinn the 
Jews, and the New Testament the practical and doc- 
trinal condition for ages, of the Chnrches that trans- 
mitted it They aflbm its divine authority; and the 
testimony which it bears against them is sach,that we 
cannot suppose it possible thai they would assert this 
on any grounds but those of believing this to be the 
truth. 

In bringing forward witnesses to the authorship and 
transmission of the New Testament books, I confined 
myself to the earlier centuries : if tins period gives us 
satis£EUstory evidence, we need only inquire further Jiovr 
these books have been transmitted firom the fourth 
century and onward. 

And here let me remark, that many a document is 
presented to us without any array of extrinsic evi- 
dence. A MS. is found which shows that the book 
has some antiquity. The internal character of the 
book agrees with the age of the alleged author, and 
perhaps the whole scope shows that it is an ancient- 
production. Thus, a MS. written in the middle ages,, 
and now preserved in the Biblioth&que du Boi ai> 
Paris, has been published this year [1851] at Oxford : 
I know the MS. well ; and when M. Emmanuel Miller,. 
of Paris, was copying it for the press, I examined with 
him several of the passages. Now, the work contained 
in this MS. belongs undoubtedly to the early part of the 
third century of our era ; critics are not agreed as to the 
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author, but the events to which allusion is made, and 
the heretical doctrines attacked, are rightly considered 
to be sufficient evidence as to when the author lived. 
And so, too, many ancient records may be brought to 
light which we feel that we can confidently use as 
historical data. Of what value, otherwise, would be 
the Assyrian records discovered of late at Nineveh ? 
The circumstances of the discovery and transmission 
are judged to be a sufficient warrant in this case, as 
well as in that of the Arundelian Marbles, and in other 
instances. 

The transmission of the New Testament books to 
our times, has been accompanied by circumstances of 
a far more confirming character. Ancient books have 
come down to us through MSS., either in the language 
in which they were originally written, or in transla- 
tions, or in both. The latter case is true of the New 
Testament. There now exist MSS., in the original 
Greek, of the New Testament books, of every age, 
from the fourth century inclusive, to the time when 
they were printed. This is the fullest guarantee to us 
that these are the identical books to which the chain 
of witnesses, that I adduced, bear testimony. The 
MSS., also, are of importance in the evidence that 
they bear in favour of those books which Eusebius 
describes as doubted by some; — ^for we find no MS. 
containing a collection of Epistles in which those are 
rejected which some then controverted. But besides 
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MBS. we have TemooBz — of these, some, such as the 
Sjrnae and old Latin, were made (as is ahnost oeitam) 
in the seeond eentmy ; while in or before the fourth 
eentmy, there weie fixnned Egyptian versions in the 
two dialects of upper and lower Egypt, as well as a 
Gothic translation, and a new one into Latin. Others, 
such as the ^thiopic and Armenian, were made in a 
period immediately subsequent. Of the Ciothie version 
we possess but a part ; and of the rest all, except the old 
Syriac, are witnesses for all our New Testament books. 

There is not such a mass of transmissions! evidence 
in favour of any classical work. The existing MSS. of 
Herodotus and Thucydides are modem enough when 
compared with some of those of the New Testament. 

Thus everp country, into the language of which the 
New Testament books were translated in early times, 
is a witness to us of their transmission. 

CLAIMS OF ROME. 

But the Church of Borne tells us, ^'You received 
the New Testament through our Church ; it is only 
through us that you know its genuineness ; you admit 
our evidence as to what is of divine authority, and 
therefore you must own that we have the right to 
declare to you what Qod teaches in the Scripture." 

These are high-sounding claims. But, before I 
question one single fact contained in them, there is a 
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fallacy to be pointed out, which deprives the claim of 
all its force. 

Rome begs the question as to a very important 
principle. A plain statement of the case shows this — 

''HeuJio transmits an authoritative document possesses 
the right to interpret it 

" Rome has transmitted the Scripture to you. 

" Therefore, Rome possesses the right to interpret it 
to you." 

It is only by tacitly assuming the extravagant pre- 
mise, that the Romish argument has a semblance of 
force. 

Similarly we might conclude that the corporation, 
to which I referred just now, had the right to explain 
its charter as it pleased, — ^that the postman has the 
right of expounding to us the letters which he delivers, 
— and that the constable possesses the privilege of 
explaining the meaning of the magistrate's summons. 

This principle, if true, would justify the Jews in 
their explanations of the Old Testament ; so that we 
must receive as authoritative all that is taught in their 
traditions — ^the Mishna and Gemara — in spite of what 
our Lord says to them, *'Full well ye reject the 
commandment of God, that ye may keep your own 
tradition." 

But further, it is not true that we receive the Scrip- 
tures through the Church of Rome ahne. 

In the witnesses of the first three centuries you may 
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remember that none^ except Clement of Borne, were 
bishops of that place ; — so that Romanists can claim 
not one of these witnesses, besides, as a Pope : and as* 
to this Clement, — ^the name of Pope but ill befits him 
when he pretends to no commission to write authori- 
tatively, — ^he argues instead of dogmatising; and he 
shows such proofs of human infirmity as must be 
rather mortifying to an upholder of papal claims : — 
he even in his simplicity (for a good simple soul he 
seems to have been) refers to the story of the phoenix 
as a fact in natural history. Other witnesses supply us 
with not a little incidental testimony against Bomish 
claims. 

But besides Bome as a channel, we also receive the 
Scriptures through the Churches of other lands. The 
Latin version of the Scriptures was difiused, long be- 
fore papal claims were advanced, through Italy, North 
Africa, Gaul, the Spanish Peninsula, and Britain. 
The Oriental Churches have handed down each its 
own version ; and for the original Greek text we have 
to thank the Greek Church. 

Thus, all these have been so many separate and 
consenting channels of transmission. So true is it> 
as defined by our reformers, that " The Church is a 
witness and keeper of holy Writ." 

Thoroughly do I repudiate the idea of any infallible 
Church, congregation, or body of men : I would not 
say that in anything the Church could not err ; but on 
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the plain grounds of testimony, already given, I do* 
state that, in the transmission of the New Testament- 
books, the Church hath not erred. 



TRANSMISSION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

TO US. 

ENGLISH VERSIONS. 

To ourselves, in this country, the Scriptures have- 
come through the medium of translations. The ancient 
British Church appears, in common with all the West,, 
to have used the Latin version, which was then 
thoroughly understood wherever there was found any 
mental culture. But we early find proofs of vernacular 
translations. 

'' In Saxon days, which we are wont to call 
Ancient " 

no restriction on such versions was as yet known. — 
Pope Gregory the Great, who sent Augustine the 
monk to preach to the Saxons, was an encouraget of 
the reading of Scripture. One of the books which he 
transmitted, in the year 596, to Augustine, is a Psalter 
yet in existence: this has, by a more recent hand,, 
been interlined with an Anglo-Saxon version of each 
Latin word. And this was the manner in which 
several of the translations into that language were: 
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fomied* The Latin was the bans; althoogli, by the 
appmnianent of Theodore of Tarsus to the archbishopric 
of Canterbtny, and by the Greek books which he 
brought with him from Cilicia, some knowledge of 
Greek had diffused itself among ns even in the seventh 
eentury* 

Bat it is to the Beformation, in its dawning and its 
more extensive spread, that we mnst look, for the chan- 
nels which have brought the Scriptures to our homes 
and hearths. For this service we are especially in- 
debted to three men, John Wycliffe, William Tyndale, 
and Miles Coverdale, — ^three men whose memory every 
Christian heart amongst us ought to esteem very highly 
in love for their works' sake. Even if English ver- 
sions of Scripture previously existed, it was John 
Wycliffe, sometime Master of Baliol College, Oxford, 
who first set forth the holy Scripture for the instruc- 
tion of the people in the truth of God. To this end 
he toiled with a body enfeebled by palsy, but sustained 
by the grace of Christ. 

'' Of the book that had been a gealed-up book, 
He tore the clasps, that the nation, 
With eyes unbandaged might thereon look, 
And learn to read salvation. 

To the death *twas thine to persevere, 
Though the tempest aronnd thee rattled ; 

And wherever Falsehood was lurking, there 
Thy heroic spirit battled. 
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And though thy bones from the grave were torn. 

Long after thy life was ended, 
The sound of thy words, to times unborn, 

Like a trumpet-call, descended. 

A light was struck — a light which showed 

How hideous were Error's features. 
And how perverted the law, bestowed 

By heaven to guide its creatures. 

At first for that spark, amidst the dark, 

The friar his fear dissembled ; 
But soon at the fame of Wydiffe's name 

The throne of St. Peter trembled." 

David M. Moib. (a.) 

Wydiffe's career might have been stopped by domi- 
nant Church influence, had not the Papacy sought to 
strengthen itself in England by taking Oxford into ita 
own hands, and separating that University from the 
control of the bishop of Lincoln (in whose diocese it 
then was), and from the metropolitan jurisdiction of 
the archbishop of the province. At this very time 
occurred the schism of the Papacy, and thus the two 
Popes — one at Rome, and the other at Avignon — 
were more occupied in opposing each other, than in 
destroying an English heretic. 

Widely was WycliflFe s version of the Scriptures cir- 
culated. Many of the noble copies of this translation^ 
which still exist, were probably written for the families 
of distinction (whose number was not inconsiderable) 
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who Talaed the poBgewnon of the word of God in their 
own tongue. The most interestiiig copies, however, are 
those of a very small size, containing each, perhaps, 
•one or two New Testament books, which were eagmly 
obtained by the poor who could purchase no more. 

The spread of light troubled those who upheld 
darkness. Strenuous efforts were made to suppress 
ihe Scriptures in English, and thus to keep down the 
Beformation in England, by the same policy as once 
had been used by Diodetian. 

In 1408 Archbishop Arundel issued his famous oon- 
4stitution9 condemnatory of all who should possess the 
Scriptures in English, in a translation made in or since 
the days of John Wycliffe. This same Archbishop 
was the first papal persecutor in our land, who took 
the lives of the servants of Christ. From the time of 
this constitution many suffered simply for the posses- 
sion of a book of Scripture : they were burned with 
the Scripture tied to their necks. What a testimony 
for them and against their oppressors ! 

Others were punished in various ways. In the 
town of Burford, in Oxfordshire, there stands a market 
cross, memorable in the days of the Lollards. By that 
cross not a few were placed one by one, and after their 
necks had been bound by a napkin to the stone shaft, 
they were branded on the cheek with a hot iron. 
This was often done in the latter days of Lollardism, 
just before the Beformation was about to shine forth* 
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And this was for no crime save the possession of Scrip- 
iure. I have stood by that cross and meditated on 
these things. It tells, indeed, 

** A tale what England once hath borne, what England yet 
might bear." 

But the providence of God was designing a wider 
diffusion of the Scriptures in our land. William 
Tyndale (whom old Foxe terms "the Apostle of 
England in these our later times") gave forth the 
New Testament, in print, and that not rendered from 
the Latin, but from the original Greek. 

The invention of printing, and the spread of Greek 
learning, effected many changes. Erasmus sojourned 
At Cambridge, and taught Greek, while Tyndale had 
removed thither from Magdalen Hall, Oxford. A 
few years later, a greater service was rendered by 
Erasmus, when in 1516 he gave forth, at Basle, the 
^'st edition of the Greek New Testament that ever 
was published in print. Much as we may lament the 
many weaknesses of Erasmus, let us be thankful for 
his great services ! A year or two after, this Greek 
Testament found its way to Cambridge, and it was 
there studied to some purpose; so that while the 
Reformation in Geimany was progressing, there was 
an opposition to Romanism aroused at Cambridge 
through the study of Scripture. This extended itself 
there so much, that it was said that every one of 
<j[onville Hall (now better known as Caius College) 
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" smelt of the gridiron "; that is, as if he ought to be 
burned as a heretic. William Tyndale left England, 
and soon sent to his native land his translated New 
Testament. The Bomish authorities sought to exclude 
the light by collecting and burning all the copies ; — 
and they seemed to have been almost successful. God, 
however, had other purposes. Tyndale went on with 
his work of translation ; — ^but before much of the Old 
Testament had been printed, he was seized, and con-- 
demned to lay down his life as a martyr for Christ. 

Miles Coverdale (bishop of Exeter in the reign of 
Edward VI.) took up the work in good earnest. He 
tells us that he was urged on to it at Tyndale's arrest 
in the latter part of 1534 :* and laboriously must he 

* Coverdale says two things; — Ist (in 1535), that he took up 
the work on Tyndale's arrest (November 1534) ; — and, 2nd (in 
the preface to his reprinted Bible, 1550), that he began his trans- 
lation, '^anno 1534." Some modem writers, who profess to- 
know a great deal about the history of the English Bible, have 
had the temerity to say that those who assert this are guilty of 
gross extravagance. It would be well if such writers would, 
acquaint themselves with Coverdale's own statements. Some 
choose to decry Coverdale^s version as much as possible, affirm- 
ing that he did not translate the Old Testament from the. 
Hebrew : it is certain that he used all critical aids in his power, 
and that he worked with intense speed ; but if those who decry 
his version rvere better acquainted with ity they would learn that 
it is based on the Hebrew, and that even the Hebrew edition^ 
which he used can be pointed out. 
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have toiled — ^for, on the 4th of October, 1585, the trans- 
lated and printed volume of the entire holy Scripture 
was completed. There were yet many storms before 
England had the unhindered use of the word of Qod ; 
but from the day of the accession of Queen Elizabeth, 
November 17, 1558, there has not been, in this land, 
any restriction on the use of holy Scripture in our 
tongue. Well might the 17th of November be kept, 
as long it was, as a kind of national holyday ! 

ROME AS A KEEPER OF HOLT WRIT. 

Our reformers, as I have already remarked, stated 
the Church to be a keeper of holy Writ. The Church 
of Rome has shown herself to be so in a peculiar 
sense. She has made herself such a keeper, as if the 
Scripture had been a criminal, or a dangerous lunatic. 
She has kept it away from the people. 

I referred just now to MSS., as the principal channels 
through which Scripture has come down to us. Of 
the MSS., the most ancient and important is one pre- 
served in Rome, in the Vatican library. The value of 
ancient MSS. is great ; for it is by comparing them 
that we are able to correct the text, so as to make it 
the more exactly represent the work as originally 
written. I do not mean to say that the common text 
is not tolerably accurate; but still the more precious a 
work is, the more ought we to desire to possess its read- 

o 
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ings as correctly as possible. To collate this Vatican 
MS. was the object which led me to Borne six yeats 
ago'. I took, with me such iatroductions as seemed 
most fitting to. accomplish the end I had in view : — 
but no! — no facility could be afforded for anything that 
aided .to edit .the text of Scripture; and,*! could only 
in0et..with promises and delays, — ^promises which came 
ifi nptjiing, and delays of a most ; wearying kind. 
Cardinal;.Iiambrubdhini, then at the head of affairs, and 
holding the oflBce of " Apostolic Librarian," as well as 
that of Secretary of State, gave me permission to col- 
late the*MS. ; and j'^et difficulties were thrown in my 
'fr«lSr,'at^.the library : — Monsignor.' I^ai^reani, the prima 
QtirtQcHyBAitei. on the secret orders thatheJdad received^ 
and took ao jpiotice of the apparent permission that had 
beftn,^Yep. I.obtamed an interview with the late 
Vop^Jfifxt, however, senselessly kissing the embroidered 
cross on his slipper), and he, in word, graciously gave 
me periaissidn ; but he referred me to Mgr. Laureani, 
wko w««.aJrftady;w hindrance. And thus, after five 
months pf jv^eary waiting, I left Bome without accom- 
plishing Qiyjobject. It is true that I. often. «arr the MS., 
but they would npt ajlo^ pie tq if se it ; and they .would 
not let pie .open it, without searching, my^ocketcij and 
depriving, me. of p09, ink, and paper ; and at the same 
timQ two prelati kept, me in, cpjxstftut .coi^vgrs^tion in 
Latin, and if I looked at a passage too long, they would 
snatch the book out of my hand. So foolishly and 
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Ineaninglessly did the papal auttorities seek to keep 
*his precious MS. to themselves. 

All the circumstances of the transmission of Scrip- 
ture to us in our tongue^ show how Rome has kept it 
hack from us as much as possible ; and this is 'what she 
$itiU does in countries where she has sway, and this she 
would do here if she could. 

By the system of the confessiohal, the priests of 
Eome find out who possess the Scriptures in their own 
tongue, and these are made to endure persecutions like 
to those of Diocletian. That !Rome continues her hos- 
tility to Scriptui-e, witness' the perfeecutioils now being 
carried onlnTuscany — ^where every family tie is broken 
to obtain accusations j — ^witness the encyclical letter of 
the present Pope, and the public burning bf Bibles in 
the square of the Capitol ufider his f)redece{tisor. But 
why need I turn to things in distant lArids, when the 
s]^irtt of Rome showed itself in this vfery tSown, and in 
this very year, by the endeavour which the popish 
priesthood made to prevent Christiafii ladies from read- 
ing the English Bible to emigrants ? And on what 
ground could they object to this ? Why, forsooth, 
because there l!night be Romanists present, and we must 
f^speci their consciences. As well might we be for- 
bidden to pifedch the Gospel of'Ohrii^t in our churches 
and chapels, becaude it scandalises Romish consciences : 
— no Romanist is present except from free choice, and 
that is enough. 

g2 



84 HISTOBIC EVIDENCE. 

Bat why do not the Bomanists respect our oonsci* 
ences ? They are imrestricted here as to their worship, 
— ^why do they impose restrictioDS on ns when abroad ? 
They seem to think it a wondrous stretch of liberaliiy 
that they allow an English church outside the walls of 
Bome. But this» after all, is only a kind of loft of no 
veiy desirable description ; and the contempt implied 
in its being outside the walls is not little. But do they 
interCere with what is done there ? Do they respect 
conscience? About seven years ago^ Dean Murray, 
of Ardagh in Ireland (who was known in this town to 
many, eleven years ago), was at Bome : he preached in 
the English church, but in the third sermon he used 
the word '' transubstantiation *' ; that was enough, — 
notice was sent that if Dean Murray preached there 
again, the place would be closed by the authorities. 
This was the account which Boman Catholics gave 
me of the affiur. So much for respect paid to con- 
science. 

And yet at Bome they endeavour to mjaiify the sub- 
ject, as though it were not true that the ecclesiastical 
authorities wish to keep minds in ignorance. They tell 
strangers that their Sunday schools are so admirably 
attended, that there is no European capital in which 
svfih a proportion of the young receive primary in- 
struction; and they point to large placards on the 
walls, announcing the Scriptures in Italian for sale. All 
this seems very plausible, and many are deceived by it. 
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But let US look a little below the surface. You may- 
go into one of these parish schools on a Sunday after- 
noon : you find a large number of children congregated 
in a side chapel, and you see a priest pacing up and 
down, to listen if all goes on properly. Some inquirers 
are content with this, and they go away reporting that 
they heard the children diligently occupied with their 
lessons imder the active and vigilant superintendence 
of a priest devoted to his work. But this investigation 
is not enough : you must enter the chapel itself (I have 
often done this), and there you see no books or lessons 
whatever. You see a sharp-looking girl, with a shrill 
voice and commanding manner, who acts as a sort of 
monitress, and after her the younger children repeat a 
great deal by rote. In short, the " primary instruc- 
tion," of which so much is said, does not include 
learning to read. Then what does it include ? is what 
you may well ask. / never found them occupied 
with anything but Litanies addressed to the Virgin 
Mary. 

But still, if the Scriptures in Italian are publicly 
announced for sale at Rome,* is it not a calumny to 
say that they withhold the Bible from the people? 

* The Roman Catholic bishop, Milner, tells us : '^ Yalgar 
translations of the whole Scripture are upon sale, and open to 
•eveiy one, in Italy itself, with the express approbation of the 
Boman Pontiff." — (^JEnd of Religiou$ Controversy, Letter xlvii. 
p. 342, 6th ed. 1824.) 
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English visitors oflen asked i|ie this. Have j^oiT r^ad 
the placard thrqugj^ ? was my reply. Nqy^r^t^^j begiiL 
with setting forth the iipport^i^^Qe of, 1Ji$ e^lition of the 
Italian Bible ; then theji^ i^ajf ^}i«i t^is;transla^(^n isi^at 
of Mgr. Martini,^-archbish9p . of Mgrj^nce, ini^yHich. 
everything is rende^p^d in entire confQritiity with « the 
doctrines of Holy Church, as defined by the Council of 
Trent. (The mo4e iii which, this is done in Martini's, 
translation is by altering d text here and there, so that,, 
without malf ipg a general change, there is authority in- 
serted for, every ojie of the peculiar dogmas of Rome *)» 
The placard continues to say, that all is explaii>^i,by 
notes taken from approved Catholic writers- 'And yet- 
one might say; in spite of all this, a great deal of Scrip- 
ture is opened to the eyes of the Roman people. It. 
may seem ^o\ but, how^yer, th^ ^ptice continues to* 
inform us^ that all discreet Catholics may pi^i<chase, who- 
have the permission of ..thei? («Dnf^so;rs; and ^hQ will 
read imder their directiop^ this of .cQj&rse would, make 
the permission nugatory, and so also would thejpnc^, — 

* This is the common plan in all the Bomish versions : they 
are such that Protestants cannot circulate them as being the 
pure word of God. The passages which speak of ^'^ ^finishes 
saerifide of Christ receive a colouring whoU^rdifferent. Thus,, 
in the Roman Catholic English version we find, in Heb. x. 12, 
" But this man q^Mn^'One sacrifice for sins, for ^er sitteth on. 
the right hand of God:^' and in ch. i. 3, '^ making purgation of 
sins, sitteth,*' etc. What perversion^! 
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for that is about twenty Koniaii crowns, or mote than 
four guineas : this alone is^ a mockery wh^ s^diressed 
to a population in* abJBCt poverty.' 1 nivir eaw a wpy 
of this edition of the Bible ;' for althoiigh they did ndt 
ask an Englishman for the written permission of a* 
confessor; yet they refused to produce a copy unless I 
promised to purchase.* 
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Thus is Rome a keeper of holy Wrijj, in the sense 
of keeping it back from the eyes of men. .5ut I^say 
further, that as a witness of holy Writ she baa become 
a false witness. She allows things to go fprth in which 
Scripture words jare perverted to false^ uses. . For in- 
stance, in the church of Sta. Maria Maggiore, at Fh- 
rence^f I saw over the altar of St. Joseph, the text 
"IxE AD JosEPHmi, Gen. xli. 55," " Go unto Joseph .'" 
thus applying tha words of Pharaoh to the Egyptians 
to the honours which they pay to Joseph, the husband 
of Mary, whom they style the patron of the dying, 
possessed (they affirm) of the singular privilege, that 

* It was la the winter of 1845-6 that I made diligent in- 
quiries for a copy of this version of the &ble in Italian, so 
ostentatiously advertised at Borne. I cannot find, however, that 
in the following year even the placards were exhibited at all. 

f This is a small church in the Yia dei Cerretani, bearing 
the same name as the well-known Basilica on the Esquiline at 
Bome. 
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no one who is devoted to him shall fail of having a 
happy death. This awful perveraion of Scripture is 
not confined to Italy, for I saw in London, a few 
months ago, in a Boman Catholic book-shop, a picture 
of St. Joseph, with a statement of the powers with 
which they invest him, and below this same text in 
French, " Alkz a Joseph" 

At Rome, near the Vatican, stands the church of 
" Our Lady, the mother of grace." In the porch is this 
inscription, " Let us come boldly unto the throne of 
Mary, that we may obtain mercy." I asked, "How 
dare you thus alter and pervert the Scripture?" 
" Oh ! " the answer was, " this is no perversion : it is 
only putting our Lady's name instead of the word that 
describes her : our Lord said to our Lady, No grace 
shall flow forth to any one except through thee." 

These are but specimens of the perverted use which 
Rome makes of fragments of Scripture to support her 
delusions ; and how are the people, without Bibles, to 
detect the imposture ? 

A maid-servant at Rome said to an English lady, 
who told her of the falsehood and folly of some legend 
about the Virgin Mary, " But what can we do ? we 
must believe what we are told, or else believe nothing. 
We are not allowed to have books that would teach us.'* 
Indeed, the Bible is to many of them a mysterious 
book. An English lady, travelling in Tuscany, after 
reading her Bible, gave it to the chambermaid to pack 
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up with her other things. The young woman asked 
what book it was ; " La parola di Dio," was the answer. 
This drew forth an expression of astonishment, " La 
parola di Dio ! h che dice ? " Happily for us, we have 
no occasion to ask. What does the word of God say ? we 
have to seek teachable spirits, that we may listen to its 
instruction. 

Where Scripture is thus withheld, what a state of 
uncertainty must rest on every mind as to what God 
has taught, and what He has not ! I may illustrate 
this: — I was once on a jury, when the counsel for 
one of the parties, with a most unaccountable mis- 
apprehension, told us that it was a very plain case, for 
the words of a certain Act of Parliament were, " It shall 
be lawful " : the judge quietly corrected the statement, 
which only led to the counsel twice repeating the as- 
sertion. The judge handed us the Act of Parliament, 
saying, " Gentlemen, this is a question of fact^ and 
therefore wholly within your province; you can see 
whether the word not is in the sentence." We read 
the clause, " It shall not be lawful," and thus saw 
that the counsel (from whatever cause) was misleading 
us. Had we not been able to refer to the Act, I am 
sure that some of the jury would have credited the 
strenuous assertions of the counsel more than the cor- 
rection of the judge. This would be our condition, 
had we not the Scripture open before us: how could 
we know whom we ought to believe as to the truth of 
God? 
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It might seem to some, as if an investigation 6f the* 
historic evidence of the authorship of the New* Testa- 
ment, would be of but little value in aiding our spifJfukr 
intelligence of its contents. This is not its direcfohjeot} 
We may be well satisfied with the proportions and 
aptitude of an edifice, without having thought much 
on the subject of its foundations. But if any question 
were raised as t6 its stability, we should then wish to' 
be satisfied' sis to its foundations ; thoiigh such ah in- 

« 

quiry would not make iff more commodious than 
before. . ' ' 

But siich investigations have a yet further use : they 
serve to connect the practical application of Scripture,, 
in all its force, with the manner in which it was first- 
given forth. A partially instructed eye may gaze on 
the 'starry heavens, and may learn something of the 
motion^ of the planets : but when' he sees an astro- 
nomel: in his study busily engaged withniathematlcal 
demonstrations, he may ask what connection geome- 
trical elements, and algebraic formulsB, can have with 
the heavenly orbs abovb us. And yet eVefy instructed 
mind must know, that it is by mathematical science 
alone that we possess that exactitude of astronomical 
knowledge, which can enable any one to calculate the 
orbit of even the most distant of the planets. It was 
thus that the existence of the newly-found planet 
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Neptune, was traceS : mathematical science ishowed: 
that there must be a body atfedidtg the c<»utse iu which 
the planet Herschell would otherwise have moved. 
Thus there was a dose and^intimale consie6tion be-- 
tween the early mathematical stbdids of S'olin'Adams/. 
(studies which connected * him with this nei^hboii^r^ 
hood, BAd', as to his instructor, fwith iihis pldce), and 
the greatest astironomical discovery of *this century. 
He informed me, in speaking of his education, that- 
even then it was its application to astronomy that- 
gave him the interest which he felt in mathematics. 
Whatever is learned fundamentally, admits of wido 
and extensive application. 

This historic investigation is equally opposed to^ 
Borne and Bationalism. 

To the claims of Rome, we may say, we possess the^ 
word of God, given forth by the inspiration. of the 
Holy Ghost (as she owns)^ which has been transmitted, 
to us from the days of the Apostles; and this Scrips 
ture, instead of leading us to blind and .superstitious- 
belief in whatever Ch\Drch authorities pr6sent,ti3»tructs- 
us in the grounds of our salvatioii through faUk ioi the 
blood of Christ. It is remarkable how, in conducting- 
this inquiry, every point of evidence supplied fresh 
testimony against Rome. To that unhdjppt/ Church 
one may, indeed, apply in another sense the words of' 
Tertullian, "Let us see what it learned, — ^what it 
teaches "; it was taught that " whatsoever things were- 
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^written aforetime, were written for our learning, that 
we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures 
might have hope " — (Rom. xv. 4). And again, it was 
told of the revelation of the mystery now ''made 
manifest, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, accord* 
ing to the commandment of the everlasting Qod, made 
known to all nations for the obedience of faith" — 
(xvi. 26). Alas! instead of teaching this, Rome with- 
holds the word of God, and persecutes those who 
read it. She forbids that " hope '' which arises from 
the comfort of the Scriptures. 

Definite grounds of testimony are equally opposed 
to the growing evil of rationalism under its various 
forms. Some seek to meet this evil by the claims of 
Church authority: — ^let them rather be met by the 
authority of God in His word. Whatever would cast 
doubt or uncertainty upon Scripture, is answered by 
the distinct evidence which carries us back to the age 
of the Apostles. We may thus hold forth the New 
Testament, maintaining its claims, and denying that 
there are any grounds, in fact, for representing its 
origin as involved in any uncertainty at all. And 
when a rejection of the claims of Scripture is repre- 
sented as an indication of mental superiority, we need 
not be surprised — ^for the New Testament has told us 
that " there shall come in the last days scoffers, walk- 
ing after their own lusts and saying. Where is the 
promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep. 
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all things continue as they were from the beginning of 
the creation. For this they willingly are ignorant of, 
that by the word of God the heavens were of old/" 
etc. It is this mlling ignorance that leads minds 
astray, and of this we have been forewarned : " Seeing 
ye know these things before, beware lest ye also,, 
being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from 
your own steadfastness." The Scripture has thus, here, 
and in other places, as in the 2nd Epistle to Timothy,, 
and in that of Jude, warned us fully of the increasing 
evil of the last days, — a solemn truth, which ought to 
put us on our guard against those rationalistic thoughts, 
which exalt man, and depreciate or cast doubt upon 
the Scripture of God. 

In conclusion, let me ask you not to be surprised if 
diflSculties, as to portions of Scripture, are brought 
before you, such as you may not be prepared to 
answer. No difficulty connected with a proved fact 
can invalidate the fact itself. Objectors are pertina- 
cious in repeating the same cavils. Well did Bishop 
Home say, " Pertness and ignorance may ask a ques- 
tion in three lines, which it will cost learning and in- 
genuity thirty pages to answer; and when this is 
done, the same question shall be triumphantly asked 
again the next year, as if nothing had ever been writ- 
ten on the subject." God has unfolded before you two 
books, — the book of Creation and the book of Revela- 
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tioEj. I^R^creatioi you see testimony to the Creator, so 
t]|at those who* learn not Bis eternal power and God- 
head, as witnessed by the things that are made, are 
vCithout excuste. Many difficulties might be raised as 
ijo points in which tee do not see the wisdom and good- 
ness of God ; but these things do not shake our con- 
:fidence m the testimony borne by the book of Creation. 
So, too, as to the book of Revelation : seeming diffi- 
culties cannot invalidate its authority; they should 
only teach us how finite are our minds, and lead us 
the more with patience and humility to seek the in- 
struction of the Holy Spirit of God, who can cause all 
seeming difficulties to vanish. " Who is wise, and he 
shall understand these things ? prudent, and he shall 
know them ? for the ways of the Lord are right, and 
the just shall walk in them : but the transgressorjs shall 
fall therein/' — (Hos. xiv. 9). 
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